Golspie Community Council

Minute of the meeting held on Monday 13 September at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.

Present:
Iain Miller (Chairman)



Mary Nicol (Treasurer)



Anne Ford (Secretary)



Robert Beaton



Munro MacLeod

Also:  Councillor Ian Ross

           PC Tom Wilson (arrived later)

           PC Steve Mackenzie (arrived later)

           Alison Cameron (Northern Times)

           William Sutherland, Sutherland Partnership and East Sutherland Rotary Club

and 14 members of the public

Apologies:
Allan Barclay



Allen Davidson



Campbell Port (Vice Chairman)

Minute of the Previous Meeting:

The minute was proposed as correct by Mary Nicol and seconded by Iain Miller.

William Sutherland, Manager, Sutherland Partnership, and Chairman, Rotary Club of East Sutherland:

William had 4 points to make, three as SP Manager and one as Rotary President:

1. Sutherland Partnership (SP) is liaising with SNH over the installation of information signs on the north and south sides of Loch Fleet, at a cost of £4K.  The sign on the south side will deal with the seals and that on the north with other wildlife and the history of the pier.  The information given on the signs will be closely monitored by SNH.  Those present welcomed the idea.

2. Funding for the Lawson Hospital Greenspace Project (as described by Angus McWilliam at the July meeting) will come from a number of sources.  Sutherland Partnership has so far secured funding from SNH (£10K) and Forestry Commission Scotland (£5K).  The two Sutherland wards will also contribute.  A current £22.5K bid to Highland LEADER, if successful, will provide the largest single funding component.  Outcome of a bid to Kilbraur Windfarm Benefit Fund will not be known for a little time.  Funders do not require the project to be completed by the end of the financial year but it is hoped that it will be completed by mid-2011.

After points 3 and 4 James Sutherland expressed concern about the hazardous position of the gateway into the hospital and asked if anything could be done to improve the situation.  William replied that Greenspace would do something if it could but the cost of doing this may require additional funding.  Robert Beaton suggested moving the gate or having a separate pedestrian gate in a safer position.

3. Still wearing his Sutherland Partnership ‘hat’, William drew attention to the new THC and LEADER funded ‘Community Project Development Scheme’, administered by SP.  This CPDS scheme will enable community group projects to progress by providing funds of up to £1,900, (with the applicant providing an additional £100), to buy adviser/consultant support for such projects.

4. As President of the Rotary Club of East Sutherland, William announced that the Club is keen to provide funding for and practical assistance with making some part of the area of land below Drummuie Brae, recently mowed by THC, more attractive.  The corner at the east end, abutting Drummuie Terrace, is suggested.  In order to get extra funding there must be a biodiversity element in the project.  William asked for ideas to be fed back to Cllr Ross.  Mary Nicol said that daffodils were needed (as at the north end of the village).  Iain Miller asked what was to happen to the land in front of Drummuie.  Cllr Ross replied that there were plans but agreed that part of the area looked very neglected.  John Ford raised the question of ongoing maintenance.  Cllr Ross clarified that, as the owners, THC would be responsible and therefore they would need to be involved in the discussion.  Members expressed their support for the project.

Highland Council Matters:

Cllr Ross reported the following:

1. Dog Bin at end of Drummuie Terrace:  The smell was traced to the refuse bin and not the dog bin and it was dealt with.

2. Vegetation along Back Road:  This has been dealt with.

3. Car parking Signs:  ‘Free Parking’ signs have now been installed at the Fountain Road car park.

4. Analysis of speed sensors in Ferry Road:  Results have not yet been received.  Cllr Ross has requested feedback on the survey.

5. Overnight parking signage:  Erection of a sign to discourage overnight parking for campervans/similar in Fountain Road has been raised with TEC Services and will be pursued.

6. Toilets:  Some of the tasks, including temporary removal of the baby-changing unit that had been partially detached from the wall, have been done; others will be done.  Mary Nicol spoke of the continued need for ‘Ladies’ and ‘Gents’ signs above the doors.  At present there is confusion when the doors are open.  Anne Ford reported that there were a number of new matters that needed attention in the Ladies section.  She would send the list to Cllr Ross and Campbell Stewart.

7. Drummuie Farmhouse:  This is due to be marketed on an ‘as is’ basis.  Cllr Ross has no information on the planning status of the ground.

8. LEADER Funding:  Cllr Ross emphasised the current opportunity, mentioned by William Sutherland, for higher-level rates of LEADER funding, with intervention rates up to 90%, aiming particularly at community facilities.  There is a time limit – at present this is just after Christmas but THC has asked for it to be extended until the end of the financial year as it was introduced later than planned.  There are 2 submission dates – October and early in the New Year.

9. Transport Scotland – Main Street Parking:  Cllr Ross had met with Gordon Sinclair, Area Manager for Transport Scotland, about its plan for parking arrangements on the A9 in Main Street.  Copies of the consultation plan were circulated.  The main points were:

· No parking on the north side of the road between the West End Stores and the bowling green.

· No parking between the parking bays and between the nosings on the south side.

· No parking restrictions in the bays.

· 2 dedicated disabled parking spaces – one outside the post office and one opposite the Service Point.

It was suggested that the ‘bus stop’ lettering on the road outside The Trawler be removed but this had already been done.

Bob Inkster asked about the construction of a bus pull-in at the bus stop opposite the former police station.  Cllr Ross would raise this.

Cllr Ross confirmed that the disabled parking space opposite the Co-op is only advisory.

Cllr Ross said feedback on the plan from members would be welcomed.

Other matters were then raised:

10. Police Houses:  Iain Miller asked for news of these 2 houses and stressed that it was hoped that they would be available for the local young.  Cllr R replied that the situation had not changed since the last CC meeting, but he confirmed that he had formally raised the matter with the Police and THC.

11. Rhives Junction with Back Road:  Munro MacLeod pointed out that this junction needs a double line and not the single line it has at present.  A member of the public had reported to him that she had seen several near accidents because cyclists coming off the trail at Rhives are not stopping. Cllr Ross will deal with the matter.

12. New Primary School fence:  Campbell Murray reported that youngsters have already damaged the new fence by pushing it down as they clamber over.  Also, a lady had complained to him that she could not get her buggy into the field as the Park Street entrance has been removed.  Cllr Ross would investigate the situation.  Iain Miller suggested that winding the wire around the posts, as at the King George playing field, should help.

Police Matters:

PC Tom Wilson reported that police activity had been ‘quiet’ in the Golspie area during the last month.  Events worth note were:

· 2 loud parties

· 5 road traffic type incidents

Local residents had been passing on information, re possible ‘drink’ drivers etc, to the police and this was welcomed and should be encouraged.

He stressed the need for members of the public to report any matter of concern where the police could help and asked for the minutes to continue to include the means of contacting the police.

John Melville reported 3 youngsters speeding in cars along Seaforth Road at 8.30pm recently.

Members welcomed the introduction of monthly reports for Sutherland and Easter Ross.

Contact with police is easily made by phoning Golspie on 633 222, Dornoch on 01862 810222 or Crimestoppers (free, confidential, no names asked for) on 0800555111 or by calling at a police station or emailing any officer on ‘first name.surname@northern.pnn.police.uk’ (eg peter.allan@northern.pnn.police.uk)

Matters Arising:

1. Scottish Water:  Mary Nicol reported that the promised cheque for £1,300 from Scottish Water was deposited in the bank on 22 July.

2. Scottish Water:  Robert Beaton reported that he had received no communication re a liaison meeting with SW staff, arranged through Joanna Peebles, to explain and discuss the problem with the beach outfall sewer serving Duke Street.  He had noticed inspection work being carried out.

3. Highland Core Path Improvement:  Matt Dent, Access Officer had met with Norrie Brown at the Ben Bhraggie path.  Cllr Ross understood that a bid had been put in to LEADER for funding improvement of the Dunrobin Wood path.
It was noted that Sutherland Estates had mown Ladies Walk towards the broch for almost a carriageway width.  This was met with approval.

Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Nicol reported that the accounts stood as follows at the end of last month:

General Fund:  £930.11 – no change

Christmas Lights Fund:  £1,974.74 – no change

Project Fund:  £13,049.89 – cheque from Scottish Water for £1,300

200 Club:  No report

Planning Matters:

Robert Beaton reported the following applications:

1. Mr and Mrs Cockerill, Big Burn Cottage:  A sun lounge extension.

2. Mrs K and Miss J MacLeod, Ben Bhraggie Drive:  A sun lounge to be built to the rear.

3. Ms Emma White, Post Office owner:  Conversion of post office building to a dwelling house except for the front ‘shop’ and the room behind it.  These will continue to be used for post office business.

New Business:

1.
Permitted Development Rights for Microgeneration Equipment on Non-Domestic Properties – Consultation:  The Secretary reported that the introduction of this set of rules by the Scottish Government governs the waiving of planning permission on installation of microgeneration equipment on non-domestic properties.

Chairman’s News:

1. Golspie in Bloom:  Some of the hanging baskets have been removed because of wind damage to the plants.  The group was pleased to receive a letter of congratulation on the floral displays from the Inverness Provost after he had driven through the village.

2. Maintenance of Big Burn:  At present there is £789 left in the kitty from the £1,000 that was put aside from 200 Club funds a year ago.  More funding could be added from the same source when required.  It was suggested that Donald Sutherland would be asked to do the work.

3. Work on Fountain:  Duncan MacKay has done much good work on the fountain (by creating a dam from where the water will flow into plastic tanks and then a feeder tank).  He would like to improve the set-up by making a proper pond.  It was suggested that the Secretary sends a letter of thanks.

4. Village Clock:  It will cost £3,328 for a new movement plus the cost of scaffolding.  Iain Miller asked Cllr Ross if THC could help with eg scaffolding cost.  Cllr Ross thought THC could probably contribute in some way.

5. Kilbraur Benefit:  A meeting at which the trustees decide funding awards had taken place recently and there would be one more meeting this year.

6. Gordonbush Benefit Meeting:  SSE had organised a meeting to explain benefit funding to representatives from Brora, Golspie, Helmsdale and Rogart CCs on 26 August.  Explanatory leaflets were given out to those present.

7. Golspie Community Links Land Company:  Robert Beaton explained that this company was registered on 27 July.  There are 6 directors: Campbell Port, Ian Ross, Allen Davidson, Allan Barclay, Robert Beaton and Alan Keating.  The land leased at present includes the road and the verge up to the Ferry Road dyke.  The application for the buyout will now go to SERAD.

8. Gala Week:  Iain Miller asked the Secretary to write congratulating the committee on the success of the Week.  He added that TranServ and TEC services had been very supportive by tidying and emptying bins etc.
Old Business:

1. Tourist Information:  Mary Nicol has updated the notice board at Shore Street.  She has received few replies from those advertising at present on the board at the Fountain Road car park.  SNH will supply its leaflets and will also advise on application for an SNH grant for display panels at the two sites.

2. Extension of 30mph limit along Ferry Road as far as the clubhouse:  See HC Matters, item 4.

3. Drainage:  Iain Miller reported that straw was blowing off farm vehicles as they passed through Golspie and this would eventually clog drains.  He asked Cllr Ross if he could find out if covers were required officially.  Cllr Ross agreed to do this.

4. Wish List:  The following additions were suggested:

· Beach huts (by Alison Cameron)

· Outdoor adult gym equipment – on the seafront.

The Secretary would print out a new wish list for the next meeting.

Community Council Correspondence:

4 items were received.  Attention was given to:

1. Ken Hossack, TranServ:  The Secretary read out the work that had been confirmed for A9 maintenance between the 30 mph restriction at the south end of the village and the parking area outside the police station.  Detailed proposals and drawings would follow soon.

There would be no localised widening of the road in this area.  Several members of the public were very concerned about this and the Secretary offered to put Shirley Sutherland in touch with Ken Hossack.

2.
Matt Dent, Access Officer:  His plans for signage at Big Burn had been circulated to members and James Sutherland for consultation.  It was agreed to change the name of the all-abilities walk from ‘Mill Pond’ to ‘Skating Pond’.  James Sutherland pointed out that signage for the loop of path above the waterfall to Big Burn Cottage had been omitted.  The Secretary would contact Matt about these two matters.

General Correspondence:

20 items were received.  Attention was given to:

THC Quality Awards:  Nominations are due by 22 October. There was some discussion about possible candidates.

Next Month’s Agenda:

1.
Signage for the Ferry Road Bike Path

2.
Use of roads and paths by horse riders.

200 Club September Draw:

Results would be published in the Northern Times that week. 

Date of Next Meeting:

This will be on Monday 11 October at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.

PAGE  
1

