Golspie Community Council

Minute of the meeting held on Monday 10 May 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.

[In the absence of Anne Ford, the Minute Secretary, Mary Nicol took the minute.]

Present:
Iain Miller (Chairman)

Campbell Port (Vice Chairman)



Mary Nicol (Treasurer)



Allan Barclay



Robert Beaton



Allen Davidson



Munro MacLeod

Also:  Councillor Ian Ross

and 14 members of the public

Apologies:
Anne Ford, Valerie Scott and Heather Ward

Minute of the Previous Meeting:

There were 4 corrections:

· Highland Council: Other Matters Item 9 heading should read ‘Advertisement of Headship’

· Planning Matters: New house to be built NE of ‘Fraoch’ not ‘Foach’, South Argo Terrace, for Jamie Innes

· Under New Business Item 3: Replace ‘.. lodging an application to purchase the Golf Links’ with ‘ ..lodging an application to purchase the Golspie Links Lands which are leased to Golspie Golf Club’.

· Under Old Business Item 2: Replace ‘.. and he would flow that up’ with ‘.. and he would follow that up.’

The minute was then proposed as correct by Allan Barclay and seconded by Iain Miller.

Police Matters:

There were no police officers present at the meeting.

The following points were raised:

· Allan Barclay said that police vehicles were going through the village at excessive speeds to attend an emergency incident and he did not think that it was necessary for follow up vehicles to go so fast.  The police vehicles were coming from Dingwall and the villages affected were Golspie, Brora and Helmsdale.  Iain Miller said that he had reported the matter at Ward Forums.    Munro MacLeod commented that this has been going on for years.  Allen Davidson suggested that we ask for a video from the police car’s on-board camera to check the speeds.  Campbell Port suggested that a letter be sent in again voicing our concerns as people lives were being endangered in these villages and something needed to be done.

· Campbell Murray asked what was being done about under age drinking.  He said that a report had been made by one of his neighbours to the police, by telephone, about an incident in Fraser Street.  After an hour, a police car arrived, turned at the bottom of the street and drove off.  Although an address had been given where the incident was, the police officers did not get out of the car and go to that address.

· It was stated that if a police officer was not able to attend the meeting, we should at least get a report in reply to our concerns from the previous meeting.

Matters Arising:

1. Scottish Water:  At the previous meeting Joanna Peebles said that Scottish Water had offered £500.00 or to sponsor an event during Golspie Gala Week as recompense for the trouble caused by the bursts.  It had been decided that any money received would go towards getting the Fountain back in working order.  An estimate was now needed to find out how much it was going to cost.  Scottish Water were going to give £1,300.00 towards this and money would also come from the Community Council Project Fund and the Highland Council’s Discretionary Fund and this would take the total up to approximately £2,000.00.  It was mentioned that Joanna Peebles could be at the next meeting.

2. YMCA Building:  Robert Beaton reported that Ian Ross was going to take up the legal position with the Highland Council in Inverness who were in correspondence with the YMCA in Edinburgh.

3. Dog Bin:  Allan Barclay reported that a wheelie bin had been put in place the bottom of Drummuie Terrace.

4. Beach Clean:  It was reported that people carrying out community service had carried out a beach clean from the Pier to Seaforth House.

Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Nicol reported that the accounts stood as follows at the end of last month:

General Fund:  £954.79
Christmas Lights Fund:  £1,974.07: £1,079.50 had been paid to J D Welding (Brora) Ltd for the new snowmen lights.  
Project Fund:  £11,878.02: £1,800.00 was transferred from the 200 Club Account.
200 Club:  £1,000.00: Subs for 2010/11 had been paid in and £1,800.00 had been transferred to the Project Fund.

Allan Barclay had previously said that £1,900.00 would be transferred but he realised that this would not leave enough money in the account for March Draw payouts which had not yet been cashed.

Planning Matters:

Robert Beaton reported that there were no planning applications in relation to Golspie.
New Business:

1. Police Housing:  At the Ward Forum, Iain Miller had mentioned that old businesses were being left to deteriorate.  Golspie Police Station had been in a bad state of repair but the gate had now been repaired and painted.  The two empty police houses were currently empty and it was thought that investigating officers would be given the right to buy these houses.  This should be avoided by letting them go on the open market for anyone to buy.  It was also suggested that they should go back into the housing pool for the Highland Council.

2. Mains Water Leakage above Rhives:  Allen Davidson had been away for the last two weeks but before going away he spoke to a firm in Dornoch who had been sub-contracted to do this work.  Joanna Peebles had also taken this matter in hand and assured us that action would be taken.

3. Mary’s Daffodils:  Mary Nicol said that the south entrance into Golspie was an eyesore as the grass below the houses in Drummuie Terrace to the main road needed cutting and old vegetation had just been left to rot rather than being cut.  It would also be nice to see some daffodils growing at this entrance, as it was rather bare in comparison to the north entrance to the village.  Allan Barclay said that Angus McCall had offered to cut this area of land for free but the Highland Council refused his offer.  Iain Miller agreed that daffodil bulbs could be bought although they were in short supply last year.

4. Renaming of access road to Drummuie:  At the previous meeting it had been decided to name this road Drummuie Road.  Phil Tomalin emailed Anne Ford to say that this road name already existed and that another one needed to be chosen.  It was decided to name it Drummuie Brae.

5. Golspie Library:  The Golspie Library had been threatened with closure.  It was commented that a lot of youngsters used the internet connection in the Library.  According to the librarian, the Library was under used.  Members were in support that it should stay open.  It was mentioned that if a book was not available in the school library then they could go to the public library and if they didn’t have it, they would source it from within the Highland area.  Munro MacLeod suggested that we ask for a breakdown of the Library expenses.

Other matters were then raised:

6. Dust on Cycle Path:  James Sutherland stated that the dust from the fields had been cleared off Ferry Road adjacent to the Tractor Shed on the Golf Course but the cycle path had not been cleared.

7. Weed Killing:  Bob Inkster asked that weed killing be carried out on the pavements and roads around the village when the weeds were growing.  Allan Barclay stated that TranServ would do the Main Road through the village and that he would speak to John Paul Mackay of the Highland Council about the rest of the village.

8. Barriers in Ross Street:  Claire Gordon asked that barriers be put up at the lane ends going from the playground onto Ross Street.  Three or four would be required.

9. Big Burn Signs:  Allan Barclay said that Matt Dent wanted permission to put up the signs at the Big Burn.  He was told to get him to go ahead.

Highland Council Matters:

Cllr Ross arrived at 8.30 pm (after attending another meeting) and therefore some matters that had already been raised had to be dealt with again.

1. Speed Surveys:  Ian Ross had spoken to Simon Young of the Highland Council about speed surveys in Backies and Ferry Road – neither of these had been carried out yet but would be done in the next few weeks.  Duncan Mackay said that one had been in place in Backies for a week.  Ian Ross was not aware of this.

2. Sea Defences:  Ian Ross was aware of the undermining on the sea wall and this would be reviewed before action would be taken.

3. Kart Club Track Erosion:  the sea erosion at the bank adjacent to the Kart Club Track was significant but this bank was not constructed by the Highland Council so therefore they do not maintain it or fund any future construction of it.  It would be the landowner’s responsibility – only the owner could secure funding to carry out repairs.

4. Road Vegetation:  John Paul Mackay had informed Ian Ross that the Highland Council no longer used a persistent week killer as done previously.  They now used Roundup so it was possible there could be problems in the future.

5. ‘A’ Board Signs:  The Road Scotland Act did not allow obstructions on the footways.  The Community Council expressed support for reasonable use of ‘A’ Boards as long as they did not restrict the footpath width.  One ‘A’ Board per business was to be considered.

6. Rubbish dumped on access path behind Golf Links Hotel:  The Highland Council had visited the Hotel owner and householders in that area and they would attempt to clear up the rubbish.  Burnt waste had been reported and enforcement and access officers had been involved regarding this matter and it was warned that a fixed penalty would be issued.

7. Scottish Water - Duke Street outfall:  All three Community Councils had signed a letter to Scottish Water to resolve the Duke Street outfall problem and asked that it be put into the capital programme.

8. Former Golspie Council Office for Sale:  Ian Ross said that there was a need to protect the access road to the beach for vehicles and for people.  The Highland Council did not own these areas but that was not clear in the particulars.  Ian Ross had spoken to Phil Tomalin to protect the access and identify land owned by the Council.  The ownership of the Car Park area adjacent to the access road was also to be queried.

9. Building Warrants:  Ian Ross had raised the issue of time scales of building warrants with the Planning Department but a specific case would have to be put forward before the length of time taken could be investigated.

Other matters were then raised:
10. Golspie Library:  Ian Ross said that there were no proposals to close it.  The Council had been looking at savings and this was mentioned as a saving on services.  Munro MacLeod asked if it was possible to get a breakdown on expenses.  Ian Ross would look into it.

11. Closure of Midgale Hospital:  Iain Miller asked if there was a possibility that Migdale Hospital might close.  Ian Ross said that no decisions had yet been taken as outlines were being put to a meeting next Thursday. A report would then be made available on the decision of new care homes.  It was pointed out that Migdale was included in the NHS budget not the Councils therefore East Sutherland would not be affected.

12. Police Housing:  Ian Ross had met with the Superintendent and the poor appearance of the old police station was being looked at.  Ian Ross would look into what the proposals for the old police station were.  With regards to the two police houses, Ian Ross thinks they will be sold.  They would first be offered to the Highland Council, then a Housing Association and if neither took them on then they would probably be sold on the open market.  It was asked that they were not sold as holiday homes.

13. Field between A9 and Drummuie Terrace Gardens:  Ian Ross was asked who was responsible for cutting this field.  He said it was the Highland Council.  He had flagged it up before but with no success.  Ian Ross asked for a letter of support from the Community Council regarding this matter.

14. Barriers in Ross Street:  The issue had been raised about putting barriers at the end of the lanes from the playground onto Ross Street.  Ian Ross would look into this matter.

15. ‘YMCA’ building:  Ian Ross had spoken to the Highland Council’s legal team.  It was agreed that the building be taken forward for a future use but (a) the building was not new so a change in status should be recognised and (b) that the team would liaise with the Community Council over the future use.

16. Weed Killing:  Ian Ross suggested that weed killing, other than the trunk road, should be done by the community at a more competitive cost and this would protect standards of the village.

17. Council should sell land to raise money:  James Sutherland said that if the Highland Council had to save millions of pounds then why they didn’t sell land to raise money.  Ian Ross said that this couldn’t be relied on each year.  James Sutherland said that the Council had not looked after land opposite Tom Scott’s house.  Ian Ross said that this would not be sold for development.

Chairman’s News:

Iain Miller reported that a meeting had taken place on Saturday 24 April 2010 with Scotland TranServ (Ken Hossack, Area Engineer and Gavin Mackenzie, Route Steward) and Golspie Community Council (Iain Miller, Campbell Port, Mary Nicol, Robert Beaton, Munro MacLeod and Charlie Melville).  The purpose of the meeting was to act as a preliminary consultation for the proposed A9 Golspie West Resurfacing Scheme.  It was proposed that the scheme would commence at the 30mph speed restriction at the south end of the village and extend northwards to the north end of the parking area outside the old police station, a total length of 966m.  The scheme will involve resurfacing the carriageway to a depth of 50mm over 80% of the total area and a depth of 100mm over the remaining 20%. The deeper resurfacing is necessary on sections where there is greater deterioration. A walkover of the proposed scheme was undertaken.

It was highlighted by Ken Hossack that there were two narrow pinch points on the route.  The first one was on the straight adjacent to the entrance to King George V play park – the only one to widen this point would be into the playing field itself, with the existing footway and boundary wall set back accordingly but the cost of this would be prohibitively high and it was thought that permission from the Highland Council to do this would be highly unlikely.

The other pinch point was on the bend at the shop.  It would not be possible to widen the inside of the bend due to the close proximity of one of the houses.  The other option would be to widen the outside of the bend at the junction into Church Street.  

Scotland Transerv’s Strategic Roads Safety (SRS) Unit would assess any proposed realignment. It will carry out a safety audit of the entire scheme and may conclude that a realignment of the north kerbline cannot be carried out without a similar realignment of the south kerbline.

In addition to the main resurfacing proposals, it was noted that the BT manhole at the bottom of Ben Bhraggie Drive requires to be raised, a tie in with the access road to the Lawson Memorial Hospital would also require resurfacing slightly into the access road, a drainage channel outside ‘Woodside’ requires to be replaced, a bull nose kerb is required at the access to Ben Bhraggie Terrace, additional gullies were required along Station Road, bull nose kerbing was required outside Mr Sarwar’s shop.

The council members expressed a concern that the high friction surfacing on the bend at the junction of Back Road would not be replaced following the resurfacing works. Ken Hossack confirmed that the requirements for this are recognised and it will be reinstated.

Due to insufficient road widths, it will not be an easy operation to deliver the proposed scheme. The narrow pinch points dictate that the works cannot be carried out safely without closing the road. Ken Hossack said that he had investigated the possibility of implementing an official road closure, with trunk road traffic being diverted along Back Road. However, Back Road is just not wide enough and there are no alternative diversionary routes available elsewhere. A full closure will not, therefore, be possible. However, the safety of the public and our workforce is of paramount importance and it will, therefore, be necessary to enforce temporary closures when works are ongoing at the narrow pinch points, for periods of up to 15 minutes at a time. Ken Hossack stressed that this should only really affect through traffic and residents within the extent of the closure. All other local traffic will know the unofficial diversion routes available to them, such as Back Road, Church Road etc.  These 15-minute closures will be implemented using stop/go boards held at ‘STOP/STOP’. Peak times will be avoided if at all possible.

It was proposed that the works would be carried out in September so as not to cause disruption during the main tourist months and the expected duration of works would be two to three weeks.

The site meeting then moved to the seafront to inspect the drainage culverts out falling on to the beach through the sea wall. There are several of these culverts all with non-return tidal flap valves, to prevent sea water from backing up the pipe at high tide. There are issues with these and one in particular is thought to be the cause of flooding problems on the main trunk road. The community confirmed that they had a meeting with Edwin Stewart in July 2009 at which it was concluded that the problematic culvert was a trunk road surface water pipe and the responsibility of TranServ to resolve. Ken Hossack confirmed that Gavin MacKenzie would carry out a drainage investigation of the system to establish where the blockage is and to determine a resolution. Ken Hossack will inform the community of the outcome.

Iain Miller also intimated that the next Ward Forum meeting would be held on Wednesday 9 June at 7.30 pm in Brora Community Centre and the Highland Council Budget Consultation was the topic of discussion.

Old Business:

1. Tourist Information:  Iain Miller intimated that a place had been found.

2. Extension of 30mph limit along Ferry Road as far as the Clubhouse:  We would await the outcome of the speed survey.
3. Drainage:  This could be taken off after the next meeting if a report had been received from TranServ.
4. Wish List:  No additions.
Community Council Correspondence:

6 items were received
General Correspondence:

11 items were received.

Date of Next Meeting:

This will be on Monday 14 June at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.
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