Golspie Community Council

Minute of the meeting held on Monday 12 April 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.

Present:
Iain Miller (Chairman)

Campbell Port (Vice Chairman)



Mary Nicol (Treasurer)



Anne Ford (Secretary)

Allan Barclay



Robert Beaton



Allen Davidson

Also:  Councillor Ian Ross

           Alison Cameron (Northern Times)

           Joanna Peebles, Regional Communities Manager, Scottish Water

and 11 members of the public

Apologies:  Heather Ward

Minute of the Previous Meeting:

There were 2 corrections;

· The last item on Campbell Stewart’s report:  Nursery Bridge:  Replace ‘and asked if it was a problem for the rail service to solve.’ with ‘It was not a rail service problem.’

· Cathel Macaskill’s report:  Station Road:  Replace the sentence ‘Allan Barclay added that it was an issue for the fire engine.’ with ‘Allen Davidson added…’

The minute was proposed as correct by Iain Miller and seconded by Mary Nicol.

Police Matters:

Sergeant Peter Allan had been called out on duty but had reported the following items to the Secretary before the meeting:

· Backies Traffic Survey will begin very soon for 7 days minimum in several places.

· Car vandalism:  There has been much scratching of cars, some quite severe, but no information about the culprits has been forthcoming from members of the public.

· Bogus phone calls have been received locally.  He stressed that Bank details should never be given out over the phone.

· A crash in Main Street about 2 weeks ago resulted in the car hitting the door of the Stag’s Head Hotel.  There will be an enquiry.

· Underage drinking has become more prevalent.  This is usually connected with the lighter nights.

· Off-road motorbikes have been troublesome on the Reserve at Little Ferry.

· There has been no update on the arrival of the new member of staff.

· Road markings on Main Street:  Cllr Ross and TranServ are dealing with this.  (See HC Report)

The following points were then raised:

· Allan Barclay had been asked by an owner of one of the scratched cars why he had heard nothing as forensic work had been completed a while ago.

· Allen Davidson reported drag racing by youths in the Fountain Road car park.  There were 4 or 5 cars most nights until 2/3am.  Allan Barclay added that the same cars were put through spin turns in the entrance to the Business Park and then drove on the A9 alongside each other.

Contact with police is easily made by phoning Golspie on 633 222, Dornoch on 01862 810222 or Crimestoppers (free, confidential, no names asked for) on 0800555111 or by calling at a police station or emailing any officer on ‘first name.surname@northern.pnn.police.uk’ (eg peter.allan@northern.pnn.police.uk)

Joanna Peebles, Regional Communities Manager, Scottish Water:

Joanna Peebles (JP) first gave a brief update on 3 concerns that she had received earlier that day:

· Coastal erosion:  Scottish Water is monitoring this and at present the pipeline is down by 1.2 metres.  It will do remedial work when needed.

· Duke Street outfall:  This work could not be done during the 2006 – 2010 investment period because of a problem with Sutherland Estates.  That problem has just been solved but there is now no more money for it to be carried out during the 2010 – 2015 period.  Therefore it will have to wait until after that.

· Shore Street:  A 6mm screen has been put in place.

She will send a fuller update when she has had more time to investigate these matters.

Iain Miller asked for information on the outfalls from Main Street.  JP answered that the one that is Scottish Water’s responsibility has been scoured.  Cllr Ross then mentioned a possible problem at Seaforth House. Others added that the problem behind Lovat House (sheltered housing) and the British Legion building had been neglected for several years.  Charlie Melville added that the pipe needs extending.

JP then reported on the recent loss of water/high pressure incident.  Due to a fracture in both the raw water main and the mains supply to properties there was a loss of water supply to the area.  A pump was turned off and when it was turned back on the grit from the pipeline jammed it open and that is what caused the high pressure and the problem to the properties.  (JP later said that the main problem had been caused by water from a hole in the 8” raw water main leaking into the 4” main via a hole in that.)

Scottish Water was aware of problems in 15 houses.  They ranged from wrecking a washing machine to demolition of a ceiling and the worst was the forcing of a cistern off the wall.  But everyone had been affected and so SW proposed to give some compensation to the community.

Allen Davidson added that the problem stretched as far as the Mound.  Others added that more than 15 houses were affected.

JP was asked why bottled water had not been delivered door-to-door on the Sunday.  She explained that SW does not allow this because of potential intimidation and violence from members of the public (apparently the ‘norm’ in these situations).  There had been some threatening behaviour in Golspie including one SW employee being cornered against a wall by 2 cars.  Another driver had filled his pick-up with bottles, to the loss of others.  SW does have a ‘special needs’ register – names have to come via the doctor – but there are only 2 such folk in Golspie.  A bowser was sent to Seaforth House, where there was no problem.  The first lorry carrying water broke down before it left Inverness and the delay in sending its replacement added to the problems of those without water.  The police had been phoned about the possibility of threats to SW employees.

Campbell Port said that the lack of effort for doorstep delivery had caused the problem on the Sunday.

Allen Davidson added that communication had been poor that night.

Mary Nicol said that the problem was not helped by the changes of timing for water delivery and the only means of getting information being contacting SW helpline via mobile phones.  JP suggested that tannoy announcements by Scottish Water employees’ police could have helped.

Mary Nicol reported that some folk had received a letter warning that the water supply would be cut off in order to repair the problem pipe in the road outside the Co-op but others, who hadn’t received the letter, assumed they would not be affected but they were.

Campbell Port said that when the high-pressure problem occurred Scottish Water did know that the pressure was at 11 bars.

James Sutherland explained that the bypass being opened when the PRV was closed caused the pressure problem.  He then asked why Scottish Water had waited for 2 weeks before repairing the 5” main pipe outside the Co-op, resulting in the wastage of much treated water.  JP replied that the job needed an Interruption to Supply procedure.

Allan Davidson reported that water had been pouring out of a broken mains in the wood above Rhives for some time.  It was 2’ deep in places.  Scottish Water knew of the problem because it was cordoned off with blue tape and there was signage.  He had reported the matter, with grid reference, to SW Helpline but nothing had happened.  JP replied that he should have been offered a reference number.  She would speak to Mark Fraser, Team leader in the Dornoch Office.  This matter would be raised at the next meeting.

Campbell Port complained that nothing happens as a result of alerting SW by phone.

Robert Beaton described SW as ‘the pits’ and asked who is the person responsible.

JP replied that ‘all these would be done (investigated) in 8 to 10 days’.

JP said that Scottish Water would like to recompense Golspie financially in some way for the trouble.  It was thought best to do this through the CC.  She was asked how much they would offer and suggested £500.  Several members made it clear that this was insufficient.  JP agreed to reconsider the amount of the donation and suggested that members of GCC should decide on its best use.  Iain Miller suggested that the money should go towards a long-term project, possibility as part funding.  James Sutherland suggested getting the Fountain in good working order.

Louis Melville said that every household affected by the water shortage problem had yet to receive the £20 due to them.  (Apparently households having water cut off for 12 hours are due for £20 recompense provided it is not due to a mains problem.  The situation in Golspie was not caused by a mains leak but a faulty valve.)

Highland Council Matters:

Cllr Ross was welcomed back to GCC meetings by the Chairman.  He then reported on the following matters:

1. Parking on the A9 in Main Street:  This work had not progressed.  Cllr Ross will contact Gordon Sinclair, Area Manager for Transport Scotland, and anticipates setting up a meeting with GCC, THC, TranServ and the Police.  Parking restrictions are needed.

2. ‘YMCA’ building:  The YMCA has made contact with THC Legal Services and has clearly recognised that it is not able to re-establish a YMCA use of the property.  The YMCA has therefore accepted it should re-conveyance the building back to the successor organisation to the Parish Council..  THC Legal Department is working out how to progress – part of this process will be liaison with GCC and the Golspie community.  Campbell Port said that special mention should be made of Robert Beaton’s hard work with this.

3. Golspie Primary School: For 2 years there has been a temporary arrangement of a cluster headship with Rogart Primary School.  This is a management post and involves no teaching.  Recently the Parent Forums of both schools agreed by ballot to having a permanent cluster headship.  (This arrangement also seems to be more attractive to candidates than a part-teaching headship of a single school.)  The current head, Mrs Doris Murray, will be retiring at the end of this academic year and recruitment for a new head will start in August.

4. Sutherland Local Plan:  This will soon be formally adopted.

5. THC Budget:  There must be £36 million savings over the next two financial years.  Members were encouraged to look at the documentation and take part in the consultation process.

6. THC Community Council Review:  This is ongoing – the second phase of consultation exercise re the setting up, organisation and role of CCs.  The Secretary will circulate a copy to members for their comments (closing date 30th June).

Other matters were then raised:

7. Cluster Schools:  Allan Barclay asked the maximum number of schools in a cluster.  Cllr Ross said 2 in this area.

8. Building Warrants:  John Melville asked how long it normally takes for a building warrant to be delivered - he cited an example of 6 months.  Cllr Ross replied that this is too long and he would investigate the case.

9. Advertisement of Cluster Headship:  John Melville asked if this had been advertised nationally.  Cllr Ross said it was.

10. Cost of Consultancies etc to THC:  James Sutherland asked how much was being spent on using consultants.  Cllr Ross explained that this did not refer to only management consultants.  A Best Value revue, carried out by Audit Scotland, gauges the overall performance and value of the Council.  It will report soon, giving an independent view of the overall HC performance.

JS then said that the P&J newspaper reported overspending on an Inverness Streetscape.  Cllr Ross replied that the project was taken over by the Inverness City committee and the money did not necessarily come directly from the THC budget. It was possible that funding was received from the Inverness Common Good fund.

JS then questioned the money spent on Caithness Heat and Power.  Cllr Ross replied that THC was one of a number of partners involved.  When the project encountered significant technical and financial difficulties and faced failure THC took it over to protect the interests of tenants.  THC now manages the project and has almost completed a procurement process for a new operator, based on biomass fuel.  THC has carried out an internal audit and has also co-operated with Audit Scotland with a external audit.  The money did not come entirely from THC but significant public funds had been used in the project and there will be a financial loss.  Very expensive lessons have been learnt; it should be making money and not, regrettably, losing it.

Matters Arising:

1. Undermining of the sea wall:  Iain Miller reported that he would continue to take photos of the pipes.  He had also lifted the hatches and looked inside.

2. Scotland TranServ:  Iain Miller reported that there had been no communication from Cathel Macaskill about matters raised with him at the last meeting. In particular nothing had been heard from about the site meeting with Ken Hossack.  The Secretary was asked to get in touch with Mr Macaskill.

3. Dog Bin:  Allan Barclay suggested that a dog bin should be placed at the bottom of Drummuie Terrace rather than the end of Drummuie Drive.

4. Electricity substation:  One of the walls around the substation in Fountain Road car park has been painted but not the rest – painter unknown.

Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Nicol reported that the accounts stood as follows at the end of last month:

General Fund:  £954.70:  £200 paid for Secretary’s honorarium.

Christmas Lights Fund:  £3,053.30:  Income from donation (£10), St Andrew’s Lodge (£111.62 for Christmas Tree), Sutherland Estates (£99.88 for Christmas Tree), David Pullen’s Retirement Party (£75.00)

Project Fund:  £10,077.10:  £95.00 paid to R MacDonald for purchase of trailer.

200 Club:  £1,959.08:  Some March draw payouts.

Allan Barclay said that £1,900 would be transferred from the 200 Club account to the Project Fund.

Planning Matters:

Robert Beaton reported the following application:

New house to be built NE of ‘Foach’, South Argo Terrace, for Jamie Innes.  Access via the cemetery car park is under negotiation.

New Business:

1. Naming of Drummuie access road:  It was decided to name it Drummuie Road. 

2. Ownership of YMCA building:  See HC Matters item 

3. Buyout of Golspie Golf Course:  Robert Beaton reported that Allan Barclay, Campbell Port and Allen Davidson, representing GCC, had formed a joint committee with 3 members of the Golspie Golf Club, including himself.  Four members of this committee had met with Colin Gray from SERRAD, of the Land Reform branch of the Scottish Government, with a view to forming a company and lodging an application to purchase the Golf Links.  Ann Keatinge (VGES) would help with setting up the company.

4.
Beach Clean:  Anne Ford suggested that a beach clean was needed soon.  As well as the main Golspie beach, the beach at the Kart Track needed clearing, possibly with the help of Ian Paterson.  Iain Miller reported that this area was now in a serious state of erosion.  Cllr Ross offered to investigate who was responsible for dealing with the erosion.  AF added that the beach at Little Ferry, between the houses and the point, also needed cleaning.  It was suggested that the local residents could help with that.

Chairman’s News:

Iain Miller reported that the first round of payouts from the Kilbraur Benefit Fund had taken place.  Benefits in Golspie included £19,990 towards refurbishment of the Fountain Road Hall, £1,000 to the Golspie Lunch Club and £1,000 to the Heritage Society.  Allan Barclay suggested that KBF money could be used to part fund repair of the Fountain plumbing, with the rest coming from the Scottish Water donation.

IM expressed concern again about the state of the old Police Station and its garden.  He added that the 2 attached police houses should be made available for occupation..

Old Business:

1. Tourist Information:  Iain Miller has the 2nd Best charity shop in mind. 
2.
Extension of 30mph limit along Ferry Road as far as the Clubhouse:  Cllr Ross said that TEC services had made a commitment to carry out a traffic survey and he would flow that up

3.
Drainage:  There was no comment.

4.
Wish List:  No additions.

Community Council Correspondence:

6 items were received.  Attention was given to:

1.
Ian Hargrave, THC:  Review of Community Councils – 2nd phase of consultation – (See THC Matters, item 6.)

2. THC, Sutherland Local Plan:  Now modified after consultation, it can be seen at the Library, Drummuie and on the THC website.

3. Julie Paton, Highland Birchwoods:  Outline drawings of the bird hide for Loch Fleet were shown.

General Correspondence:

6 items were received.

Next Month’s Agenda:

Water Mains Leakage above Rhives:

Date of Next Meeting:

This will be on Monday 10 May at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.
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