Golspie Community Council

Minute of the meeting held on Monday 14 September 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.

Present:
Allan Barclay



Robert Beaton



Anne Ford



Iain Miller



Mary Nicol

Campbell Port



Valerie Scott

Also Councillors Deirdre MacKay

Alison Cameron (Northern Times)

and 16 members of the public

Apologies:
Allen Davidson

Munro MacLeod

Heather Ward

Minute of the Previous Meeting:

The minute was proposed as correct by Mary Nicol and seconded by Allan Barclay.

Police Matters:

There was no police presence but the following points were raised:

· Speeding along Main Street continues (VS).

· Vandalism on the slope behind the Swimming Pool (VS).  This is being dealt with.  It was not done by youths.

· Speed cameras being sited at the Mound which is the first safe place for overtaking after Golspie (Alison Cameron).

· Water lies on the A9 between Brora and Helmsdale, opposite Megan Boyd’s house (John Melville).

These points will be reported to the Police Inspector.

Golspie Youth Action Project:  Two members of the group, Joely Nicol, and Sasha Campbell gave a presentation of ideas, gathered from the group with the help of Lucy MacKay, for improving the life of young people in Golspie.  They were better use of the Blaize pitch, refurbishment of the Youth Club (YMCA) building, a youth shelter, a graffiti wall, a clothes shop, a motor bike track, girls and boys football teams, a minibus facility, cosmetology workshop for girls and an internet café.  There was discussion about all the ideas between Joely, Sasha and those present and it was decided that:

· They should write to the YMCA solicitor about the restricted use of the building. 

· GCC would provide a suitable board for graffiti in front of the YMCA building.

· Cllr MacKay would look into funding for refurbishment of the Youth Club.

· They should approach the Youth Sports Council about the football teams.

· The school could be approached about a location for an internet cafe.

They were told that GHS Council were investigating the Blaize pitch.

Members congratulated the girls on the work they had done and said that they would help where possible.

Highland Council Matters:

Cllr MacKay reported on the following matters: 

1. BT Phone Box at corner of Seaforth Road and Main Street:  As no action had been taken Cllr MacKay has again reported the dangerous state of this box to BT.
2. Public Toilets Opening Times:  Campbell Stewart was looking at options for unlocking and locking the block.  Iain Miller added that the newsagent had offered to unlock the doors at 6.30am and he (IM) would lockup.  TEC Services had decided that in order to prevent vandalism the block should be locked no later than 7.00pm.  (See also Matters Arising item 2.)

3. Cycle Track ‘charges’ in Fountain Road Car Park:  TEC Services was aware of the confusion and considering options.  As there is no ‘Free Parking’ sign one would need to be constructed.

4. Police Speed Cameras at the Mound:  At a police meeting in Inverness it was reported that overtaking on the Mound relieves frustration.  It is known that the accident blackspot is at the bend at the south end but the technology requires a straight stretch.  There would be a meeting to discuss this specific point.

5. Swimming Pool:  There was a revised time of opening.
6. Waste Bins at Seafront:  Larger bins could be supplied from Peter Gordon, TEC Services.
7. Cleaning of Bus Shelters:  This is the responsibility of THC.

Other matters relating to The Highland Council were then raised:

8. End of Alistair Road:  Bob Inkster had expressed concern about the state of the area at the far end of the road.  This would be dealt with later in the meeting.

9. Weeds within housing schemes:  Bob Inkster had complained about the lack of weeding within the housing schemes.  The Secretary was asked to write to Campbell Stewart stating that the weeding should be carried out as a community priority.

10. Litter Removal:  Allan Barclay complained of the infrequent removal of litter from the A9 verges north of Tain compared with south of Tain.

11. Vending in Car Parks:  Mary Nicol had observed that the pet foods van had been banned from using the Fountain Road Car Park whereas the fish and the fruit and vegetable vans were able to use the car park at the Council Offices at Drummuie.  Cllr MacKay was asked to investigate the reason for the difference.  (The pet food van now uses the entrance to Moray House.)

12. Yellow Lines:  Robert Beaton asked why these had not been re-instated in Main Street after approximately 4 years.  A meeting with Edwin Stewart was suggested.

13. Eviction Contents:  There was a complaint that after an eviction at ‘Shalimar’ the house contents had been left at the sea wall.  It was reported that they had now been cleared.

14. Service Point car park:  It was asked if an official car park sign could be put here.  Cllr MacKay said not as it would then become a THC responsibility.

Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Nicol reported that on 28.08.09 the accounts stood at:

General Account:  £1,314 – minimal interest.

Christmas Lights:  £3,528.69 – minimal interest.

Project Fund:  £10,233.96 – minimal interest.

200 Club:  £3,043.12 – decrease of £173.50 (subs in, but June Draw out).

Planning Matters:

Robert Beaton reported the following applications:

1. Unit 11, Industrial Estate:  Conversion to dental surgery.

2. Rhives:  Erection of house in walled garden.

Matters Arising:

1. Drainage:  There is a problem with gullies and traps in the area of Mountainvew, Main Street.  The issue is with TranServ which claims that the water drains into holding tanks and then evaporates.  Cllr MacKay will contact Edwin MacKay about the matter.

2. Public Toilet:  Mary Nicol reported that the lights are often on inside the building when it is locked.  Anne Ford said that she would include it in a list of ‘teething problems’ that she would be sending to Campbell Stewart.  Mary also reported abuse of the exterior after it is locked.

3. Cambusavie Unit:  In answering questions from Robert Beaton and Allan Barclay, Cllr MacKay stressed that the unit would not be closing and advised people to attend an Open Day at the Unit on 17 September.  Closing would be senseless as Golspie is the centre of a stable population.  It was decided to invite a speaker to a future meeting to give a first hand explanation.

4. School Gates:  Iain Miller is waiting for Don Dixon to blast the metal clean before he can paint them.

New Business:

1. Leader Update:  Allan Barclay explained that LEADER is a source of funding for projects in rural areas.  In this area it is managed through the Sutherland Partnership.  He said that that GCC should be consider a suitable funding project before the next meeting as many applications have already been made and some accepted.  The Blaize Pitch and the Shore Area near Shore Street are possibilities.

2. Alistair Road End:  Allan Barclay reported that cars were driven off the end of the road, producing a quagmire.  He suggested tarmacing the end up to the start of the lane behind the Golf Links Hotel and tidying the lane.  It must not become a through road.  The area used to be owned by the trustees of the King George V Playing Field but is now owned by THC.  Cllr MacKay will investigate.

3. Big Burn Signage:  Allan Barclay said that the main walk needs signage and he would be meeting with Matt Dent, Access Officer, on the 16 September to discuss this.  Also that Tom Sharpe, GHS Head of Art, has painted new signboards that would soon be erected.  The press will be invited to an official opening of the all-abilities path around the Skating Pond and of Colin’s Bridge.  Allan Barclay added that the car park on the Backies Road, leading to the all-abilities path around the Skating Pond, is intended for disabled drivers only.

4. Key Housing Parking Petition:  Iain Miller reported that a Jenna Mowat, a resident of Woodland Crescent, had sent a petition to GCC expressing great concern about the number of Key Housing staff vehicles parking in the road.  This caused a safety hazard for young children and prevented residents from parking their own cars in the road.  A letter had been sent to Ian Bratt, the regional manager, suggesting that the vacant land opposite, already owned by Key Housing, could be used as its car park.  Jenna read out the replying letter, which was considered unsatisfactory.  Cllr MacKay offered to discuss the matter at a meeting with Cllrs McGillivray and Ross.

5. Ward Forum Report:  Iain Miller had attended the Ward Forum in Helmsdale on 24 August, where he raised the issue of unsightly empty buildings such as the garage at the south end of Brora.

6. Heather Ward:  The Chairman had received a letter from Heather explaining that she had been accepted onto an Occupational Therapy course in Edinburgh and therefore would be unable to attend every CC meeting.  She expressed her commitment to the Council and asked if she could remain as a member using email for communication.  She suggested that her attendance by video-conferencing at meetings could be considered.  It was agreed that video-conferencing was not an option but she would be welcome to remain a member with communication by email.

7. Vision Golspie:  Iain Miller reported that Vision Golspie was in need of £200 of urgent funding.  Allan Barclay suggested that they should receive £400, probably as a loan.  This was agreed.

Chairman’s News:

· TranServ has weeded the pathways on either side of the A9 from the railway bridge in the south to the bridge over the Big Burn in the north.
· He had received an email from Julia Paton, Highland Birchwoods, offering to assist Golspie in achieving funding for a project to improve the biodiversity or recreation value of local woodlands.  It was agreed to invite Julia Paton to the next meeting to discuss the matter.
Old Business:

1. Tourist Information:  no change
2. Extension of 30mph along Ferry Road as far as the Clubhouse:  Cllr MacKay will report on Campbell Stewart’s reply at the October meeting.

3. Drainage: Cllr MacKay will look into the situation.
4.
Wish List:  A list of the current ideas was distributed.  Jenna Mowat suggested ‘Allotments’. She had already suggested the idea of allotments on the former nursery ground at Rose Cottage to Chris Whealing, Sutherland Estates Factor.  ‘A Community Bus’ was another suggestion.

Community Council Correspondence:

Of the 7 items received, attention was given to:

1.
Leslie Johnstone, Head of Legal & Democratic Services, THC:  A letter, saying that she had received no communication from the YMCA solicitor. had been received immediately after the last meeting.  It was suggested that Cllr MacKay should ask Rhoda Grant MSP to contact the YMCA solicitors.

2.
THC Traffic Order:  A proposed extension of the 30mph speed limit on Argo Terrace by 77 metres to beyond the railway bridge.  There were no objections.

General Correspondence:

14 items were received.

200 Club September Draw:

Results would be published in the Northern Times that week. 

Date of Next Meeting:

This will be on Monday 12 October at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.

Note:  The Chairman suggested that ‘suggestions for the next agenda’ should appear as an item on the agenda for each meeting.
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