Golspie Community Council

Minute of the meeting held on Monday 10 October 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.

Present:
Iain Miller (Chairman)

Campbell Port (Vice Chairman)



Mary Nicol (Treasurer)



Anne Ford (Secretary)



Robert Beaton

Also:
Councillor Ian Ross

PC Angus Morrison (arrived later)

PC Alec Smith (arrived later)

Alison Cameron (Northern Times)

And 13 members of the public

Apologies:
Allen Davidson



Heather Ward
Minute of the Previous Meeting:

The minute was proposed as correct by Mary Nicol and seconded by Iain Miller.

Police Matters:

PCs Morrison and Smith arrived later during the meeting and the following matters were raised.

· Iain Miller complained that cyclists with support vehicles on the A9 were a traffic hazard.  PC Morrison replied that no special permission was needed for support vehicles to travel slowly.  George McGowan added that the combination of long lines of cyclists and long vehicles caused a real problem for overtaking.

· George McGowan reported that the temporary repair (new concrete blocks put in by Sutherland Estates) at the base of the stature on Ben Bhraggie had been removed.  Campbell Port had heard that there had been further damage and graffiti added.  The problem was to be left with the police.
PC Morrison sent the following report of incidents occurring since the last meeting some days afterwards:

· Vandalism – 1 incident 

· Drugs – 1 negative search

· Breath tests – 3 negative searches

· Counterfeit currency – 1 incident

· Road traffic (miscellaneous) – 8 offences

· Non-injury RTCs – 4 incidents

· Alcohol seizures - 1 incident

Contact with police is easily made by phoning Golspie on 633 222, Dornoch on 01862 810222 or Crimestoppers (free, confidential, no names asked for) on 0800555111 or by calling at a police station.

Highland Council Matters:

Cllr Ross reported the following:

1. Library:  This will definitely not be moved to the Service Point building.

2. Drainage:  A meeting had taken place with representatives from TranServ, Scottish Water and THC, Housing and Property, and with Ward Councillors present, to discuss improvement of pipework in the area of the British Legion building and Seaforth House.  Charlie Melville kindly assisted the group in their discussions on the outlet pipe behind the British Legion building.

Several agencies, including Scottish Water are working together to investigate the problem in the area of Lovat House.  Cameras have been used.

Side-opening drains in Main Street need to be cleared

One of the drains in Main Street (at Mountain View) doesn’t appear to link up with anything.

3. Pedestrian access to the Lawson:  It had been suggested that there should be a barrier at the edge of the pavement to prevent children from rushing out onto the A9.  TranServ would be contacted.

4. Traffic Volume:  The Secretary had requested a figure for the volume of traffic passing through the village to support the 20mph petition at present lodged with the Scottish Government.  TranServ estimated it to be an average of 4.000 to 4,500 vehicles per day.

5. Pavement cleaning:  TranServ has offered to support community action with clearing the pavements alongside the A9 during periods of snow.

6. Standby Snow Clearing:  The Scottish Government was offering contracts for standby snow clearing in severe weather.  Waverley Engineering is already involved.

7. ‘YMCA’ Building:  THC is currently assessing the necessary repair and maintenance costs and this will be presented for budget consideration.

8. THC Budget:  There would be no further savings in next year’s budget as appropriate provision had been included in the budget agreed this year.  It is likely that significant savings will need to be identified the following year.

Other matters were then raised:

9. Lorry Parking:  John Melville complained of lorries parking in the Co-op lane and outside Nisa Stores.

10. Mountain View:  Iain Miller asked if sandbags could be left outside this house in Main Street as the lowered kerb outside and poor drainage allowed rainwater to flow under the front door.  Cllr Ross said that he would look into this.
Matters Arising:

There were none.

Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Nicol reported that the accounts stood as follows at the end of last month:

General Fund:  £1,935 – no change.

Christmas Lights Fund:  £3,094 – no change.

Project Fund:  £13,804 – no change.
Kilbraur Micro Grant Fund:  £2,600 - £200 awarded to the East Sutherland Arthritis Support Group.

200 Club: - £2,960 - £171 subscriptions in; £235 winnings out.

Iain Miller reported that the seats would be painted indoors, probably at Drummuie, as part of Community Payback, using the paint already purchased by GCC (see minute of the September meeting).

Planning Matters:

Robert Beaton reported that, once again, there were no applications for the Golspie area

New Business:

1.
Highland Council Award Nominations:  It was decided to nominate Moira Macdonald for an award, in recognition of the work that she does at Golspie Service Point.  
2.
Gordonbush Wind Farm Community Benefit Trust – September Grants:  Mary Nicol reported that awards included those to the following groups in Golspie:

· Golspie Free Church of Scotland toddlers group

· League of Friends Lawson Memorial Hospital

· Golspie Tennis Club

· Young Karers of East Sutherland (TYKES)

· East Sutherland Camera Club

· East Sutherland Sea Angling Club

In total just over £40K had be donated of the £144K available this year.  The awards can range from £500 to £5K.  The criteria for an award will change early next year.

Chairman’s News:

Iain Miller informed the meeting that there would be no election for the new Community Council as only 5 people had been nominated.  Robert Beaton, Anne Ford, Iain Miller and Mary Nicol would continue to be members and Graham Phillips, of Little Ferry, would join them.  Iain spoke of the appreciation due to those members who will be stepping down.  Campbell Port will continue his work on the Kilbraur Trust and with the Community Links Land buyout.  Allan Barclay may be persuaded to continue with his organisation of the 200 Club.  Allen Davidson and Munro MacLeod will also be leaving the Council.

Ten bags (each containing approx 400 bulb) of daffodils have been purchased and these will be planted beside the A9 in the Mill Brae and Drummuie areas during the next few Saturdays.  Volunteers for the planting would be welcome.

Old Business:

1. Tourist Information:  No change.
2.
Drainage:  See HC Matters, item 2.

3. Wish List:  An application for work on the village Clock has been made to the Kilbraur Benefit Fund.  It was suggested that an application be made to the Ward Discretionary Fund for the cost of the scaffolding.

4. ‘YMCA’ building.  See HC Matters item 7.
Community Council Correspondence:

1 item was received:

Notice of uncontested Election:  Phil Tomalin, Ward Manager, informed the CC that there had only been 5 nominations, less than the maximum number of 8, and therefore an election would not be necessary.

General Correspondence:

11 items were received.

Date of Next Meeting:

This will be on Monday14 November at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.

The meeting finished at 8.30pm.
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