Golspie Community Council

Minute of the meeting held on Monday 12 October at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.

Present:
Robert Beaton



Allen Davidson



Anne Ford



Munro MacLeod



Iain Miller



Mary Nicol

Campbell Port

Also Councillor Deirdre MacKay

        Graham Phillips, Aitchison Phillips Ltd

        Julie Paton, Highland Birchwoods

        PC MacLeod (briefly)

and 8 members of the public

Apologies:
Allan Barclay

Valerie Scott

Heather Ward

Minute of the Previous Meeting:

The minute was proposed as correct by Mary Nicol and seconded by Iain Miller.

Police Matters:

PC MacLeod reported that the following had occurred since the last meeting:  

· Vandalism

· Windows broken at the schools.

· Thefts at Drummuie.

· Only 3 cases of under age drinking in the last month

Graham Phillips, Aitchison-Phillips Ltd:

Graham gave on overview of the Highland Wide Local Development Plan, including the Draft Coastal Development Strategy and the Draft Local Transport Strategy.  Comments on the draft plan must be with the THC by 9 November.  He also distributed a summary of relevant points including:

Coastal proposals for this area include developing appropriate facilities at wildlife watching sites eg Little Ferry, the possible economic importance of linking archaeological sites, wildlife watching and coastal paths and promoting key research sites around Loch Fleet.

The Local Development Plan suggests improvements to the Far North Line including transport of more freight by rail. He suggested that the use of rail ‘loops’ serving eg Rogart could reduce the number of lorries passing through Golspie.  Development should be away from areas at risk of flooding.
Transport proposals include better connection between buses and trains.  He warned that the Dornoch Firth Rail Link, discussed at a GCC meeting last year and which would have a disastrous effect on the area including Little Ferry Nature Reserve, crofting land and the Golf Course, will be put forward again for inclusion by its ‘devotees’.

Julie Paton, Project Manager, Highland Birchwoods reported:

· The East Sutherland Woodland Project is considering biodiversity, tourism, recreation and timber.

· The intention is to progress from the ELAV project by realising some of the suggestions made then.

· One possible project is to improve the Ben Bhraggie path.  Julie could help with finding funding.

· The ‘Go and See’ facility pays for individuals or groups to find out more by visiting a project as far south as Perth.  Alternatively, project organisers could come to Golspie.  She would send a list of suitable projects
· There are plans to build a bird hide at Loch Fleet, on the edge of the forest on the north side of the Kirkton track.  This could also be used by wildlife watching groups and school groups.  Julie asked if GCC would provide a letter of support, as other groups have done.  There followed a discussion about access to this hide.  It was agreed that access from Ferry Road would be far more useful and would avoid a dangerous unmanned level crossing.  The Secretary was asked to write a letter of support requesting this alternative access.  The question of maintenance was raised.  This is being considered.  Robert Beaton pointed out that SNH would need to be involved, as the hide would be on an SSSI site.
· The chairman had received a letter from Norrie Brown asking for help with clearing the side ditches of the Ben Bhraggie footpath.  He and Bob Mackenzie have been keeping the drains of this path clear but a mechanical digger is now needed.  Julie Paton agreed to look at the situation with Norrie.
Highland Council Matters:

Cllr MacKay reported on the following matters:

1. Key Housing parking in Woodland Crescent:  Cllr MacKay had met with Ian Bratt, Key Housing regional manager, and the situation had been resolved.  Staff are now walking to work where possible.  Key is exploring the possibility of whitelining the road outside their premises; this would clearly make the best use of available parking spaces.  Cllr Mackay will liase with HC and Key.  Mr Bratt is also arranging for the spare ground to be properly levelled and sown with grass seed, which would make maintenance much easier and create a tidy appearance.

2. Weeds within housing schemes:  TECs reported that a weedkiller is currently being trialled in Ireland that, it is hoped, will be effective and meet Health and Safety requirements.  TECS is awaiting the outcome of trials.

3. BT Phone Box at the corner of Seaforth Road and Main Street:  Cllr MacKay said that the flooring and slab had been sorted but John Melville added that the floor is fixed but the door is not.  Cllr MacKay will pursue this with BT.

4. Golspie Youth Action Project:  As a follow-up to last month’s presentation, Cllr MacKay would meet with the youngsters on 19 October to see how she could be of help, 

5. Alistair Road End:  The ‘swamp’ here is on ground belonging to THC Education Dept and not TECs.  Cllr MacKay will follow this up.

6. TranServ:  

· A new post, Customer Service Manager, has been made.  Cathel Macaskill has been appointed and will replace Edwin Stewart for dealing with customer relations.

· Instructions have been given to lower the wooden fence next to the bridge at the north end of the village to the level of the wall.

· Engineers are currently preparing a report into the drainage problem outside Mountain View.

7. Police Speed Cameras at the Mound:  The Northern Camera Project will report back.

8. Flooding on the A9 north of Brora:  This flooding opposite Megan Boyd’s house is being investigated by TranServ.

9. Police Presence at CC Meetings:  Inspector Julian Innes intends that police will attend these meetings regularly unless officers are committed to operational duties

Other matters relating to The Highland Council were then raised:

10. Rumble Strip at south end of village:  Allen Davidson reported that this is breaking up.  Iain Miller added that the state of the road from these strips to the police station is also in a poor state.  Cllr MacKay suggested inviting Cathel Macaskill to a meeting to discuss the various TranServ issues.

11. Speed Signs at either end of the village:  Anne Ford reported that she had contacted Neil Fraser, TranServ, who promised to attend to the problem within 2 weeks.

12. Yellow Lines on Main Street:  Robert Beaton raised this issue again.

13. Water lying on Main Street:  Munro MacLeod complained that water lies on the north side of the road causing houses and pedestrians to be splashed by vehicles driving past.  The road surface needs to be improved before yellow lines are re-instated.

14. BT Manhole cover outside Charlie Melville’s:  Previously reported, the cover has been marked by 2 white crosses but there has been no further action.  Cllr Mackay will pursue the matter

15. Fountain Road Car Park:  Robert Beaton asked why a ‘Free Parking’ sign had not been installed.  Campbell Stewart, TECs, had spoken to Wildcat because the problem (of drivers thinking the £5 parking charge was for all cars) coincided with the erection of their charging sign.  Cllr Mackay had spoken with a representative of Wildcat who advised that a laminated sign had now been placed on the machine explicitly stating that the charge is for the Wildcat trail.  It was felt that this should resolve the issue. Campbell Port felt the machine should be removed altogether.  As it was unclear whether the sign is on private or HC land, Campbell would investigate it.

16. Parking on Woodland Crescent:  Campbell Murray reported that vans parked at the end of Woodland Crescent obscure the view for other drivers.  Cllr MacKay replied that police would be monitoring the area to see what is happening.

Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Nicol reported the following:

General Account:  £1,314.08 – no change

Christmas Lights Account:  £3,528.69

Project Fund:  £10,433.96 – increase of £200 – from THC

200 Club:  n/a

Planning Matters:

Robert Beaton reported the following application:

1.
Erection of house in Dunrobin Glen, Backies: – installation of septic tank, installation of water borehole and renovation of barn for Mr and Mrs D C Mackay, Ina’s Cottage, 13 Backies.

Matters Arising:

There were none.

New Business:

1.
Stop Sign for Cycle Track:  Cyclists are failing to stop at the Rhives/Back Road junction causing a hazard to drivers.  Cllr MacKay said that the police are supportive of the problem.  She will remind Campbell Stewart that a sign is needed.

2. Gaelic Signage at Big Burn:  Matt Dent, Access Officer had asked the CC to decide if it wished this signage to be bilingual.  The majority of members decided against including Gaelic.
3. Communities Boundaries:  THC had sent a map showing the present GCC boundary and asking for any comments re changes.  After some discussion Graham Phillips explained that sometimes housing developments expand outside the old boundary and it is more logical to change the boundary to include it.  Members decided there was no need to change the boundary.
4. Ben Bhraggie Footpaths:  See Julie Paton’s report.
5. Sutherland Summit:  Anne Ford had attended this on behalf of members.  About 200 folk were present representing a wide variety of backgrounds including schools (pupils), crofting, farming, businesses, almost every relevant organisation in the county (eg SNH, RSPB), voluntary groups and 2 Scottish Government ministers, Roseanne Cunningham and Jim Mather.  All were able to give their views and suggestions for the betterment of Sutherland.  From this, smaller groups will aim to activate some of those ideas.  It was a positive day.
Chairman’s News:

a. Links Fair on 3 October:  Iain had attended this and was impressed with the building and how well it allowed easy and speedy communication between staff of the organisations using it.

b. Ward Forum in Dornoch 0n 5 October:  The theme was tourism and representatives from Visit Scotland were there.  Iain raised the ‘problem’ speeding cameras at the Mound and the speeding of police cars through the villages to an accident.

c. A new Brora CC of 14 members has now been formed.  He suggested that the Secretary should send good wishes from GCC members.
Old Business:

1. Tourist Information:  No change
2. Extension of 30mph limit along Ferry Road as far as the Clubhouse:  Campbell Stewart states that this would not be in agreement with Scottish Government regulations. It was suggested that he be invited to the December meeting.

3. Drainage:  This still remains a problem.  It was suggested that Cathel Macaskill also be invited to the December to discuss this.
4. Wish List:  No change.
Community Council Correspondence:

Of the 2 items received, attention was given to:

Matt Dent:  Big Burn signage.  See New Business item 2.

General Correspondence:

8 items were received.  Attention was given to:

1. THC, Community Council Working Group:  Consideration of present CC boundaries.  See New Business item 3.

2. THC:  Notice of Scottish Government’s ‘Inspiring Scotland’ scheme that funds play for 5-13 year-olds.  The Chairman had passed the information on to the Ross Street playpark group of parents.  He doubted that their project would fit the criteria for this funding.  Cllr MacKay would Catriona McQueen contact to see if she could help.

Date of Next Meeting:

This will be on Monday 9 November at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.
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