Golspie CC meeting of 11 October

Scotland TranServ:

Ken Hossack introduced himself and said that it was a pleasure to be back.  He had first come to a meeting on 8 March 2010 to confirm that resurfacing work was to be carried out from the 30mph sign on the south side of the village in towards the old Police Station during 2010/2011.  He said that it was fitting to come along to this meeting as the proposed start date was Monday 18 October.  There was to be a site meeting between himself and the contractors, John Gunn & Sons, the next day (Tuesday 12 October) to discuss traffic management for the works.  The contract value was now £150,000 as additional funding had been made available for necessary kerbing and drainage works.

A letter drop had been carried out to all those people who would be affected by the works to clarify the nature of the scheme.  Two concerns had been raised as a result of this.  Firstly, the type of drainage being used – KH said that trial holes had been dug before deciding on this.  Secondly, the closures - KH said that, as a result of his meeting on 24 April with members of the Community Council, there had been a positive response to this matter.  KH explained that an area on Station Road was too narrow for the planing machine to carry out its work and let traffic through safely.  The Road Space team had suggested they do the road closures in the evening in what they call the Red Phase 6.00 – 10.00 pm, when traffic flow levels were reduced.  Work could not be done through the night as it was a residential area and they wanted to minimise disruption.  Also they would not use the Back Road for diversions because of the bumps.

KH said that another matter raised at the meeting on 24 April was the two narrow pinch points on the route.  The first was on the straight, adjacent to the entrance of the play park, where it had been suggested that the footway on the play park side be removed but this was quickly ruled out.  The second was at the bend at the junction of Church Street opposite the shop but this was not possible either (sorry didn’t get down the reason why this wasn’t possible).  This scheme is to resurface an area of roadway, with additional kerbing and drainage, and there was no allowance for any realignment to be undertaken.

The programme for the scheme was to be detailed at the site meeting the following day.  KH said that he would send a copy to the Secretary for information.  Scotland TranServ will control traffic management of the scheme.  To ensure the safety of the public and the workmen, a convoy system will be in operation.  Access and egress to the residential properties will be kept clear where possible.

KH said that if anyone had any particular concerns about the scheme then they could contact him or anyone on site.  The works would take approximately three weeks.  It was not an easy job due to the limited widths, traffic flow and the need to maintain pedestrian access but they would do their utmost to minimise disruption.  The works will be a major improvement when finished.

Cathel Macaskill pointed out that emergency vehicles would have access at all times, even when both sets of lights were at red.  The planing machine would be stopped and moved to let any emergency vehicles through.

The Chairman then asked members if they had any questions about the works:

Allan Barclay asked if the job would be done in sections or would it all be ripped off at the same time?  (Some technical stuff in this next bit and not sure if I got it right) KH replied that the scheme was to resurface the carriageway - a depth of 60 mm would be removed and there would be a 60 mm inlay.  Some rotary coring had been done as a result of a visual survey and there were underlying lamination issues to a depth of 100 mm in some areas so they would have to dig down 110 mm to get good material.  This was the case for two thirds of the route.  KH stated that they can’t leave a differential in widths therefore they would have to do the work in stages.

AB also asked about the drainage issue at the hospital gates, as this was a problem when there was heavy rainfall.  KH said that it would be dealt with, as they would resurface into the bell mouth.  KH also stated that British Telecom would come in after the scheme was completed to carry out work to the manhole at the bottom of Ben Bhraggie Drive.  This had to be set in concrete and there was a 7-10 day curing process.  This manhole was outwith the trunk road and therefore not a Scotland TranServ matter.

Iain Miller asked if the anti-slip surface was going to be reinstated.  KH replied that it would be.  KH also pointed out that TranServ had met with all the utility companies, at the Council Offices at Drummuie, and they had stated that there were no plans for any new schemes so there would be no need to open up the road once it had been completed unless any emergencies arose.

Mary Nicol asked which end of the scheme works would start at first.  KH replied they would start at the 30pmh sign at the south end and work their way inwards.

The Chairman then asked members of the public if they had any questions about the works:

A question was asked if the area of anti-slip surfacing should be extended as a number of accidents had happened at this corner.  KH said that the extent of anti-slip surfacing had already been decided but he would discuss it with his safety colleagues.  Cathel Macaskill said that if motorists were speeding in this area then that was a police matter.

Shirley Sutherland asked if any road signs showing narrow road ahead would be put up.  KH said that this would be included in the scheme.  Shirley also asked what width the road was at its narrowest point.  KH said that it was 5.6 m.

A discussion followed on the width of the roadway, narrow pavements and problems on the roadway.  KH said that a safety audit would need to be done to address the problems but this wouldn’t be done at present as it would be a major project and there was no money available.

Kenneth Stewart asked if moving the bus stop on Station Road would help ease traffic in this area and KH replied that this was the responsibility of the Highland Council.

Bob Inkster asked if a bus bay was going to be made opposite the old Police Station.  KH said that it was not included in this contract.

KH wanted to bring up some other issues resulting from the meeting on 24 April.  A survey had been carried out on the seafront.  It was decided to jet all the drains and no blockages had been found.  There was also the issue of the outfall pipe on the seafront below ‘Morven’.  A report was going to be sent to Transport Scotland to see if funding could be found to address this issue.  There was also a flooding issue outside ‘Mountain View’.  A camera survey came up against a stone wall so it was decided to connect into a manhole nearby.  Funding would also have to come from Transport Scotland for this matter.

KH said that issues of overhanging trees from the Bank of Scotland to the Bowling Green and on Old Bank Road had been raised.  TranServ would look at this in close detail and, if it were found to be a householder’s problem, they would discuss it with them to try and resolve the situation.

Iain Miller said that there was overhanging vegetation at the signs at the northbound entrance to the village and also the signs needed cleaning.  KH said that there was a programme for undertaking this type of work.

Iain Miller also pointed out that the speed activated sign in Old Bank Road had not been moved round and was therefore ineffective.  Allan Barclay said that the speed activated sign at the south bound entrance to the village was not reading correctly.  Cathel Macaskill said that these types of signs had proved effective at getting people to slow down.  Shirley Sutherland said that the flashing 20mph sign near the Post Office was not working.  KH said that this was a matter for the street lighting department.

Munro MacLeod said there was a large amount of water on Main Street since the reinstatement of tar had been carried out as the tar has now subsided.  KH said that TranServ would look into this matter and also a patch of tarring outside ‘The Haven’ that had started to crumble at the meeting the next day.

