Golspie Community Council

Minute of the meeting held on Monday 9 November at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.

Present:
Iain Miller (Chairman)

Campbell Port (Vice Chairman)



Mary Nicol (Treasurer)



Anne Ford (Secretary)

Allan Barclay



Robert Beaton



Allen Davidson



Munro MacLeod



Valerie Scott

Also Councillor Deirdre MacKay


2 Police Officers

and 12 members of the public

Apologies:
Heather Ward
Minute of the Previous Meeting:

The minute was proposed as correct by Campbell Port and seconded by Iain Miller.

Police Matters:

PCs Elena MacLeod and James Fraser reported that vandalism at Golspie Primary School, Golspie High School and Review Park Cottages had occurred since the last meeting.  They also reported:

· Winter Safety spot checks – lights, tyres, seatbelts and use of mobile phones for drivers would be starting soon.

· Underage drinking is being monitored in the lead-up to Christmas. If a youngster is caught a letter will be sent to his/her parents.

· Pedal cyclists, mostly older teenagers, showing no lights at night are also being monitored.  There can be a £30 fine.
A new Superintendent, Julian Innes, has arrived in Wick.

Obstructive parking:  This problem was raised by several of those present.  It included vehicles parked on pavements (VS), lorries parking on both sides of the road (AB) and lorries parking down Murdo’s Lane and the Chemist’s Lane for convenience but not delivery and blocking the passage for other drivers (IM).  Cllr MacKay added that lorries break up the pavement surface.

Highland Council Matters:

Cllr MacKay reported on the following matters:  

1.
BT Phone box at corner of Seaforth Road and Main Street:  This card-operated box is now in order.
2.
BT Manhole Cover:  There had been no progress with the problem manhole cover outside Charlie Melville’s house since Cllr MacKay had phoned BT.  She will chase it up.

3. Grass Cutting:  The contractor, Henry Sleight, has a contract with THC until 2012/2014.  Responsibility for grass cutting falls between different HC services, ECS, TECS and Planning.  The CC has indicated in the past that that it would be more effective to have local autonomy.  Cllr MacKay supports this view and, with the current economic crisis, believes THC may be willing to explore the idea.

4. A-Frame advertising boards in Main Street:  Transport Scotland has a remit to remove these potential hazards from the pavements.  This also fits THC policies.  Members pointed out that small businesses using these boards take care with their siting and deserve support.  There is need for flexibility.  Cllr MacKay has discussed this with colleagues from Badenoch and Strathspey, who are facing the same issue.  She has raised it with David Stewart, MSP, who has tabled a formal Written Question in the Scottish Parliament.  Cllr MacKay will report back once the Minister responds.

5. October Ward Forum:  The theme was tourism.  As a result of the debate it has been agreed to organise an East Sutherland event, involving local stakeholders, in early March to consider the how to promote tourism in the area.  Ideas could include:  

· Luring visitors to the ‘honey pots’ of Dornoch and Dunrobin’ including those from tour ships, into the villages.

· Gaining benefit from the Wildcat Cycle Tracks.

· Involving businesses, including non-tourist ones.

· Increasing the importance of websites.

· Stressing the importance of golf.

· Working with North Highland Tourism.

6.
Young Drivers Event at Golspie High School:  There is a high % of fatalities among young drivers or their young passengers in the Highland region – at least one per quarter.  THC, with partner agencies, has set up an initiative, ‘Driving Ambitions’, to inform senior pupils.  Due to the scale of the event it is only possible to deliver it to a few a few schools each year.  Cllr MacKay believes it is essential to deliver the safe driving message to all senior pupils annually.  Working with local agencies, the model has been adapted to enable it to be delivered to all senior pupils in Sutherland, Caithness and Tain High Schools.  The events were very successful and will happen annually.  Cllr MacKay will speak to Education Authority officials about this becoming part of the core curriculum.

Other matters were then raised:

7. List of annual events (AD): Each year the Northern Times publishes a list of events in Golspie.  This is very useful to visitors.

8. Advertising Signs in Main Street (AD): Allen had applied to BEAR in 2006 for a brown (tourist) sign for his B&B but never received a reply.

9. Back Road entry from Rhives (AB): As well as needing a warning sign the junction urgently needs a double white line.  Cllr MacKay is pursuing this.

10.
Young Drivers (CP): Campbell Port praised the Driving Ambitions initiative.  His own daughter had lost 3 school friends in such accidents.  
11.
Public Toilets (IM): These are in need of more regular attention.
12. Roadkill (IM):  TranServ is dealing with this effectively by.  The procedure is to contact TranServ on 08000 281414 and they will contact TEC Services, which provides a weekly pick-up.

13. Free Car Park (RB):  The need for a notice indicating that the Fountain Road car park is free was raised again.  Campbell Port reported that Wildcat would make an acceptable change to the meter sign.  Members suggested that the word ‘Free’ could be added to the notice in Main Street.
14. Lawson Hospital entrance (VS):  There are potholes both inside and outside the gates.  Allan Barclay added that the entrance is too near to the bridge summit and therefore dangerous.  Also two vehicles can’t pass each other at the entrance therefore a vehicle entering could have its rear end sticking out dangerously in the road.

15. East Coast tourism (VS):  The deplorable lack of information on the area by VisitScotland was pointed out (see item 6).

16. Ownership of pavements:  John Melville understood that some residents in Main Street owned the pavement area in front of their properties up to the kerb.  Robert Beaton denied this.

Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Nicol reported the following changes since the last meeting:

General Account:  £I,314.20 – minimal interest.

Christmas Lights Account:  £3,529.01 – minimal interest.

Project Account:  £10,331.23 – Cheque paid to John Sutherland for £103.67 (plywood and polycarbonate for Big Burn sign).

200 Club:  ££2,821.39 - £83.00 paid in for subs; £285.00 paid out in prizes.

Planning Matters:

Robert Beaton reported that there were no applications in the Golspie area.

Matters Arising:

1. Golspie Youth Action Project:  Valerie Scott pointed out that the group’s proposed artwork would be on the back wall of the youth centre (YMCA building) and would be more of a mural than graffiti.  The wall surface is suitable and the artwork could easily be painted over if necessary.  An experienced artist would guide them.  After discussion it was agreed to let the mural go ahead.

2. Julie Paton, Project Manager, Highland Birchwoods:  Iain Miller said that he had heard nothing further from Julie Paton, Project Manager, Highland Birchwoods, about maintenance on the Ben Bhraggie path.

Graham Phillips added that access from the A9, as suggested by Highland Birchwoods for use of visitors to the proposed bird hide, was likely to cause difficulty.  He had suggested to Julie that she should get advice from a member of the Scottish Government ‘Highways and Planning’ department.  Cllr MacKay would follow it up.

3. Flooding on the A9:  Concern was expressed about other areas of flooding as well as that opposite Megan Boyd’s.  It was decided to ask Cathel Macaskill to bring an engineer with him to a meeting in the New Year.

New Business:

1. Annual Community Council Diary:  Iain Miller suggested setting dates for the various projects and tasks that the Community Council carries out each year.  The following were suggested by those present:

· Weedkilling:  TranServ should be reminded to do this in late April/early May.

· War Memorial:  This area needs to be cleared before Remembrance Services.

· Gala Week:  Village cleaning – especially of weeds at edge of pavements needs to be done beforehand.  This should be manually carried out so that it is done properly – to be discussed with John MacKay (TEC Services).

· Clearance of Gullies:  This needs to be done more than once a year.

· Beach Clean:  Ideally at the end of April.

· The Lanes:  Ideally Community Services could take this on.  (Community Services will be a topic for the next Ward Forum).  Allan Barclay suggested that money from the Kilbraur Windfarm fund could be used to pay someone to do the work – there is a need for more self-help.  Cllr MacKay supported this:  THC has to make radical cuts - £6 million in the next 3 years.

2. Golspie Webcam:  Iain Miller suggested a camera on top of Ben Bhraggie that could be linked to the website.

Chairman’s News:

Iain Miller reported:

· The Fire Service raised almost £2400 at their recent sale and raffle.  The money will help to fund the annual parties that they have given for the children and the senior citizens since 1954.  He expressed his gratitude to the firemen.
· This year the Christmas Lights will need 5 new pole fitments, costing around £1,000.  With other replacements the total cost will be over £2,000.  Iain asked for ‘Christmas Lights’ to be entered in the diary.

Old Business:

1. Tourist Information:  No change.

2. Website:  There would be a meeting later that week to discuss further improvements.

3. Extension of 30mph limit along Ferry Road:  It was decided to shelve the matter until Campbell Stewart could attend a meeting in the New Year.
4. Drainage:  Valerie Scott reported the possibility that the sea wall near her house was ‘in danger’.

5. Wish List:  Iain Miller asked for the Webcam to be added.

Community Council Correspondence:

Of the 6 items received, attention was given to:  

1.
Naming of Streets at Drummuie:  Since publishing the agenda the Secretary had received an email request (with appropriate plans) for GCC members to name 3 new streets at Drummuie.  Developer A asked GCC to choose one of 5 suggested names before the end of the year.  Developer B asked GCC to name 2 streets, one on either side of developer B’s, with no suggested names.  After much animated discussion the decisions were:

· Developer A:  None of the suggested names was suitable for the location.  ‘Lunndaidh’ was finally agreed.

· Developer B:  ‘Clachan’ was suggested for the upper street.  A decision on the 2 names would be made at the next meeting.  Suggestions for discussion at the meeting would be welcomed beforehand.

2. ASCC membership:  Allan Barclay considered the gain from membership not worth the annual fee.  This was agreed.

3. Highland Licensing Board:  James Sutherland was concerned about the application from Benview Stores to sell alcohol all day (from 10am to 5pm) on Sundays.  It was pointed out that the law has changed and this is now in order.

4. Sutherland Summit Follow-up Workshop:  Ann Keatinge, VGES, wanted to encourage attendance at this event in Golspie on 16 November.

General Correspondence:

10 items were received.  Attention was given to:

· Highland Council Draft Local Transport Strategy:  A reminder that the consultation period runs until 11 December.  The Secretary will submit GCC’s comments based on input from the October meeting.

Next Month’s Agenda:

1. 200 Club December Draw:  It was agreed to hold this at the Christmas Lights ceremony.

2. The Fountain:  James Sutherland raised the issue of community ownership.

Date of Next Meeting:

This will be on Monday14 December at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.
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