Golspie Community Council

Minute of the meeting held on Monday 9 May 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.

Present:
Iain Miller (Chairman)



Mary Nicol (Treasurer)



Anne Ford (Secretary)

Allan Barclay



Robert Beaton



Munro MacLeod

Also:
Councillor Ian Ross

Sgt Peter Allan

and 18 members of the public

Apologies:
Campbell Port


Allen Davidson



Heather Ward

Minute of the Previous Meeting:

There were several corrections:

· HC Matters, item 7:  Munro MacLeod asked for it to be made clear the re-instatement of the road surface was not carried out by TranServ but by Gunn’s.

· HC Matters, item 8:  ‘..no bins within the HS grounds.’ should be corrected to ‘..no bins within the HS grass area.’

· HC Matters, item 11:  ‘Robert Beaton confirmed that this accommodation road…’ should be corrected to ‘Robert Beaton suggested that this..’.

The minute was then proposed as correct by Mary Nicol and seconded by Iain Miller.

Police Matters:

Sgt Allan reported that the following had occurred since the last meeting:

· 75 phone calls

· 6 cases of vandalism of which 3 were at GREAN.  Sgt Allan emphasised the need for public support, reporting of any information, with the vandalism at GREAN, which continued to be a very serious and expensive problem.

· Further damage to the binoculars on Ben Bhraggie had been reported.  There was some discussion about the degree of this damage and Robert Nicol would be asked to look and report back. Removal of stones at the base of the monument was serious damage, requiring tools.

· 8 cases of public disturbance

· 1 collision

· 1 domestic incident

· 3 seizures of alcohol from underage drinkers at the rear of the West End Stores.

· Lighting of campfires, containing burnt aerosols, which are explosive, in Dairy Park and a fire in a wheelie bin in GHS grounds.  These were most likely to be combined with alcohol abuse. Sgt Allan again stressed the need for members of the public to report such incidents as quickly as possible.

· 1 case of carrying an offensive weapon

· 6 cases of excessive speeding, mostly when passing the hospital.  There had also been complaints of vehicles speeding down the road from Golspie Tower at the time of going to and returning from work.

· Dangerous parking that would block the path of a fire engine was still occurring in Argo Terrace and the top of Tower Street despite two months of warning.  This would be treated seriously.

SGT Allan warned about the increase in stealing of heating oil and asked householders to be more vigilant.

Other Police matters were then raised:

· Munro MacLeod asked if the speed of lorries could be limited to 20mph through the village and if the police would support this.  Sgt Allan replied that it was difficult to enforce a speed limit for lorries only.  

· James Sutherland asked if it would make a difference if police cars drove more slowly for the short distance through the village.  Sgt Allan replied that there was always a good reason for these cars to travel quickly.  Iain Miller queried the need for speed for all the cars.  Sgt Allan invited anyone present to go out with the police in a car to see the position for themselves.  Iain Miller suggested that the problem stemmed from there not being a Traffic Unit in the north resulting in these vehicles having to travel all the way from Dingwall.  Juna Sutherland added that, from personal experience, for anyone waiting at the scene of a road accident no police car could be driven too fast. 

Contact with police is easily made by phoning Golspie on 633 222, Dornoch on 01862 810222 or Crimestoppers (free, confidential, no names asked for) on 0800555111 or by calling at a police station.

Highland Council Matters:

Cllr Ross reported the following:

1.
Parent Council meetings:  There is continuing concern about the possible removal of class support staff in Primary Schools but the review of classroom assistance is continuing and Cllr Ross thinks that there will be a positive outcome.

2. Consultation on windfarms:  THC has sent out draft copies of its Guidance on Onshore Wind Energy for consultation.  Cllr Ross encouraged members to read it.

3. Resurfacing of roads:  Repair to roads damaged by the winter weather has started in Sutherland.

4. Weedkilling:  This has started.

5. Verge cutting:  The cutting of grass verges has begun and the work should reach Golspie by the end of May.

6. Public Toilets:  TECs has made representations to Housing and Property Services about the number of outstanding issues to be resolved.  Cllr Ross would add his concerns about the urgency of the matter.
7. Windfarm traffic:  Residents in Backies had complained about the speed of windfarm traffic.  Falck staff have been very supportive and conducted a full investigation.  It may be subcontractor drivers who are at fault.

8. Changes is Education, Cultural and Sports Services:  Management of all services covered by this section of the HC will be taken over by an ‘arm’s length organisation’ (ALO).  An independent charitable body will work with Councillors in the areas concerned, providing a significant financial saving in business rates.  Areas concerned will include the swimming pool and may affect the Golspie Community Association.

9. Schools’ Estate review:  This will investigate the effectiveness of every aspect of the organisation of schools, including the condition of buildings and the school roll, and will focus on teaching quality across the whole of the Highland Council area.  There will be consideration of efficiency and recommendations for changes will be made.

Other matters were then raised:

10. Outfall behind the British Legion:  Iain Miller said that he would show photos of the problem.  TranServ has been asked for a site meeting.  Cllr Ross will pursue the matter.

11. Lack of a post box at the Post Office:  Iain Miller suggested that it had been illegal to remove use of the post box in the wall of the Post Office before the replacement was in place.  Cllr Ross said that he had been in touch with the Royal Mail Inverness office and was aware that the sub-postmistress had contacted them at an early stage.  He thought the problem was linked to an ongoing matter about previous roadworks and legal and other problems.  He would pursue the matter further.

12. New Stagecoach timetables:  There are serious problems.  Allan Barclay reported that there was now only one bus travelling south to Inverness in the morning at 9am.  On a recent occasion 3 people with appointments at Raigmore hospital had been left behind because that bus was full.  The Secretary said that she had contacted Stagecoach asking for a representative to attend the meeting but had received no reply.  She would press for someone to attend the June meeting.

13. Hydroelectricity efficiency:  Shirley Sutherland asked how reducing the output from the hydroelectric scheme at the Shin falls area fitted with the need to produce more renewable energy.  It was suggested that this was to fit in with a reduced capacity for grants.

14. Grass Cutting:  Campbell Murray complained of the delay in the start of grass cutting to gardens where householders needed assistance.  Cllr Ross replied that an external contractor, and not TECs, now did the job.  He would investigate the mater further.

Matters Arising:

1. Dog Bins:  Mary Nicol complained that the bag dispenser at Little Ferry had not been refilled for 7 weeks.  Cllr Ross would raise the issue with TECs.

2. Co-Op Lane:  It was pointed out that ownership of this lane was shared between Sandra MacInnes (west half) and the Co-Op (east half) and it is very difficult for lorries to use it.  It was suggested that lorries passing along Main Street caused the cracks in the wall.  Campbell Murray complained that cars were parked too close to the entrance of this lane for safety.

3. Library Update:  Shirley Sutherland asked Cllr Ross about the present position.  He replied that due to the layout and design of the Service Point there were likely to be problems with the Library sharing accommodation with it.  He added that the key priority is to retain a library and this had been agreed but on the assumption that it was co-located with the Service Point.  Robert Beaton added that Golspie Amenities partially pays for lease of the building.

4. Former Council Offices:  James Sutherland was concerned about the loss of public car parking with the sale of the building.  Iain Miller informed the meeting that Transport Scotland had objected to the current plan because of the use for vehicles of the access between the building and the Post Office.  It was made clear that the property had been sold without any conditions.  Cllr Ross said that THC had adopted the access road from the A9 to the promenade.  Munro MacLeod said that apparently what happens to the former ‘public’ parking would be up to the new owner.  Cllr Ross said that this area had never been adopted as a public car park but, when the Bank of Scotland had moved premises, the HC had tried to remove the informal use of the area as a car park but he had defended it.  There followed a lively discussion brought to a close by the Chairman.

5. Golspie Station:  Mary Nicol read the email reply from Network Rail about GCC’s request for clearing the former platform on the far side of the rails of overgrown vegetation. The curt response stated ‘..we will not be returning to cut back the vegetation’.  Cllr Ross suggested that the Secretary writes to Network Rail’s Chief Executive, Ron Macaulay. 
Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Nicol reported that the accounts stood as follows at the end of last month:

General Fund:  £2,007:  £1,200 transferred to Project a/c

Christmas Lights Fund:  £3,063;  £750 transferred from 200Club a/c

Project Fund:  £15,252:  £900 income from Ward Discretionary Fund (for Blaize Pitch Phase II), £1,200 transferred from General a/c and £750 transferred from 200 Club a/c.  £566 paid out for binocular repairs.

200 Club:  £1,839.
The Treasurer reported that an application form had been completed to open a new bank account for the Kilbraur Micro-Grant Fund but we were still waiting to receive confirmation of this from the bank.  The Treasurer asked the meeting for permission to view the state of all the accounts online but she stressed that there would be no banking transactions carried out online.  Approval for this was given.

Planning Matters:

Robert Beaton reported there were no applications for the Golspie area.

New Business:

1. ‘YMCA’ Building:  Robert Beaton reported that the YMCA had relinquished ownership of the building and under the terms of the feu charter of 1907 the owner ship should evolve to the ‘Parish Council’.  

The Secretary read a letter from Graeme Ross, Area Facilities Officer for Education, Culture and Sport, informing that both the YMCA and the HC legal teams have eventually agreed that THC is the successor to the ‘Parish Council’ and the YMCA is keen to seek a conclusion to the situation.  The letter asked for GCC to discuss its views on the future of the building at the next suitable meeting.  It added that if the CC favours transfer of the building to THC it would need to go to the ECS Committee for a formal decision and the cost of bringing the facility up to a required standard would be in the region of £47,000.

The meeting agreed that it is critical to retain the facility for long-term use but the matter of maintenance must be fully addressed.  It was agreed to put the matter on next month’s agenda.  Allan Barclay asked for a breakdown of the £47,000 repair work needed.  The Secretary would ask for this.

The Chairman congratulated Robert Beaton on the determined way that he had carried out work on the matter; the Community Council was very grateful.

2. Kilbraur Benefit Trust update:  Iain Miller reported that there had been 7 applications at the last round.  Campbell Port had stood down as Chairman but would continue to be a member of the Trust.  Steve Wonderley (Rogart) had been appointed as the new Chairman and Iain Miller as Vice–Chairman.
3. Gordonbush SCF Benefit Fund update: Iain Miller explained that this Fund requires a panel of 3 members for each of the 4 villages involved, ie Brora, Golspie, Helmsdale and Rogart.  It has been decided that 2 of the members from Golspie should be members of the Community Council who have attended SCF meetings and Anne Ford and Mary Nicol have been appointed.  The Chairman asked for nomination for the third member.  As no one was nominated he suggested that members should discuss this and appoint a person who was involved in community matters and, preferably, attended CC meetings.

Mary Nicol told the meeting that there was to be an information meeting at 7pm on 9 June in the Royal Marine Hotel to which the public is invited.  This would explain how the Benefit Fund was organised and how applications could be made.

4. Wooden toilet shed dumped in Rhives car park:  Allen Davidson had been asked by a mountain-biker about the ‘toilet shed’ that had appeared in the car park some months ago.  It is an eyesore.  As no-one at the meeting knew who owned it Cllr Ross offered to find out.

5.
20mph for heavy lorries through the village:  Munro MacLeod followed up his comment to the police with the suggestion of a DIY notice for the speed limit of lorries.  Sgt Allan said that any such official notice would advisory rather than regulatory.  Another suggestion was to contact the main contractors and stress the need for drivers to travel more slowly through the village.  The Secretary would do this if given a list of contractors.  MM offered to supply a list.  Other suggestions were to contact the MSP to champion the cause and to send a press release/contact Moray Radio about the speed of lorries.

6. Return transport of patients from Raigmore Hospital:  Iain Miller expressed concern about the apparent lack of arrangements for patients admitted for a minor accident and then released later hat day with no means of returning home.  This had happened to a Brora resident who had been admitted at 6pm and released at 9pm, when no public transport was available.  Cllr Ross would contact Raigmore about the matter.

7. Environmental survey of contaminated land:  Robert Beaton had received two telephone calls about testing the sawmill site behind Ferry Road for contamination.  At present it is a bog.  Apparently there had been planning consent for 2 houses but testing for contamination is needed before new planning permission can be given.  Cllr Ross said that THC has a legal duty to stop contamination by dealing with the source in a built up area.  Phase 2 will involve taking samples and there may be further work to be carried out until October.  THC and the Scottish Government pay a company to carry out the survey.

8. Loan to Karate Club:  The Club had asked the Chairman if GCC could lend it £1,500.  The Kilbraur Benefit Fund had agreed to donate the money for its project but receipts are required before that money is given.  The money would be refunded to GCC when the Kilbraur funding is received.  The loan was agreed.

9. Beach Clean:  Anne Ford suggested that Golspie Beach was cleaned soon.  The Rainbows, Brownies, Beavers and Cubs should be asked to help.  Christine MacLean, Manager of Golspie Playgroup, asked if the Playgroup could be included and this was agreed.  Saturday 28 May was the date chosen and the Secretary would publicise it in the Northern Times and by posters.  All would meet at 10am at the pier.  It was suggested that Phil Tomalin be asked for funding from the Ward Discretionary Fund.

Chairman’s News:

Big Burn bridge repair:  Iain is repairing one of the bridges.  James Sutherland suggested that a survey was needed for the Big Burn walk, and the bridges in particular.  It was suggested that Matt Dent, Access Officer, could do this.  The Ward Discretionary Fund could fund the cost of any repairs, thought to be a few hundred pounds.

Fountain:  Duncan MacKay would be paid from the Project Fund for his work on the Fountain as soon as the invoice has been received.
James Sutherland asked if the title deeds could be returned to the community.  It was thought that Cllr MacKay might have them.

Binoculars:  The amount of damage was questionable.  It was suggested that Mary Nicol should ask her brother Robert, to check.

Old Business:

1. Tourist Information:  No change
2. Drainage:  see HC Matters, item 10.  There has been 4 years of ‘passing the buck’ between TranServ and THC re ownership of this problem area.

3. Wish List:  Anne Ford suggested that the village clock be put in good working order as the first job.  A formal assessment of the cost would be needed.

4.
‘YMCA’ building:  See New Business item 1.
Community Council Correspondence:

4 items were received.

General Correspondence:

7 items were received.

Next Month’s Agenda:

1.
Public Library Update

2. Future of the ‘YMCA’ building

3. The Fountain

4. Steam Roller in the Play Park

Date of Next Meeting:

This will be on Monday 13 June at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.

It will be preceded by the AGM.
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