Golspie Community Council

Minute of the meeting held on Monday 14 March 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.

Present:
Iain Miller (Chairman)

Campbell Port (Vice Chairman)



Anne Ford (Secretary)

Allan Barclay

Also:
Councillor Ian Ross

Gordon Robertson, Golspie Community Power

PC Forbes

PC Morrison

Alison Cameron (Northern Times)

and 15 members of the public

Apologies:
Mary Nicol



Allen Davidson



Munro MacLeod



Heather Ward

Minute of the Previous Meeting:

The minute was proposed as correct by Iain Miller and seconded by Anne Ford.

Police Matters:

PC Forbes reported that the following had occurred since the last meeting:

· There had been further vandalism at GREAN.

· On foot patrol, officers had confiscated alcohol from 7 underage youths.

· One male had been charged with vandalism.

· 3 males had been charged with assault.

· One male had been charged with a domestic incident.

· There had been traffic accidents.

Campbell Murray reported that cars parking in the lane (part of Ross Street) that connects Tower Street with Ross Street, opposite the shop, cause an obstruction.  PC Forbes said that officers would monitor the area and it would be helpful if Campbell let the police know straight away when it happened.  Officers would then speak to the person(s) concerned.

Contact with police is easily made by phoning Golspie on 633 222, Dornoch on 01862 810222 or Crimestoppers (free, confidential, no names asked for) on 0800555111 or by calling at a police station

Gordon Robertson, Renewable Energy Co-ordinator, Golspie Community Power:

After being introduced by John Ford, Chairman of GCP, Gordon gave a brief talk, making the following points:

· He had spent his working life in land management, both for private owners and for charities.

· He is a qualified chartered surveyor.

· For a few years he has been involved in a hydro scheme on the River Sgitheach and therefore has experience of funding and grid connections etc that he can pass on.  There will be no need to ‘invent the wheel’.
· He is committed to working with the community, including the schools.

· He has walked the length of Big Burn involved in the project and is aware of what is involved

· Nature conservation will be an important part of the work and surveys of bats, otters, badgers and fish is part of that.

· John Duncanson, the best qualified man involved in small hydro schemes, has already looked at the plans and visited the site and approved, with modifications, the scheme suggested by the feasibility study.

· SEPA will protect the amenity value of Big Burn by determining how much water can be taken for the turbine.

· Further details of the work to be done will be shared with the community later by a public presentation of the project and also by a website, newsletters, and school involvements.

· He had started work on 1 March and has an office at Kirkland Ltd in Main Street where he can be found.  He will also be available by phone or email for contact about any worries.

Highland Council Matters:

Cllr Ross reported the following:

1. Cemetery Parking Sign:  This has now been delivered and would be put in place the following week.

2. Golspie Inn Brae:  The drainage system here has been in poor condition for some time and TEC Services has now completed the repair work.  The leak, for which Scottish Water is responsible, surfaces on the brae but the source is thought to be elsewhere.  Scottish Water is being urged to deal with the problem.

3. Windfarm Community Benefit:  THC has refreshed the policy set up 8/9 years ago.  It is not obligatory or retrospective but depends on the goodwill of the company responsible.  It would also include Community Benefit from offshore windfarms for the entire Highland area.

4. Scottish Water:  A letter of expressing our concerns had been sent from himself and GCC Chairman to the Chief Executive.  A letter of acknowledgement had been received.  The information meeting from 3.30 to 7pm on 22 March will be a start in sorting out the problems.

5. Ward Forum:  The next forum will be held on 29 March in Rogart.  The theme will be the environment and communities.  TranServ and Highland Council TECs will be attending.  Cllr Ross hoped that the Ground Maintenance contract and general drainage problems would be discussed during the meeting.

6. Sutherland Schools Transport:  A paper may be presented to Highland Council’s ECS committee in May.  Local Councillors have been unanimous in expressing to the Education Office their choice of an enhanced status quo.  If this is not the eventual choice the matter will go to a second public meeting.

7.
Changes to Community Council organisation:  It has been decided that: - 

· Golspie CC should have 8 members rather than the present 10 and a quorum of 4.

· Between 1 April and 30 June CCs would adopt the agreed constitution.

· The minimum age of candidates would be lowered to 16+ years.

· All contestants must be on the electoral role.

· All contestants must reside in the parish.

8.
Police:  The plan to amalgamate all the police forces in Scotland as a cost-cutting exercise is of great concern to this area.  Policing priorities in the north of Scotland are very different from those in the central belt.  Cllr Ross suggested that the public could express their concerns - there is a website for information.  Allan Barclay expressed the view of those present that the existing system should remain.

Other matters were then raised:

9. 16+ candidates:  Allan Barclay asked how all 16 –18 year-olds could be contacted for CC voting, as they are not on the electoral role.  Cllr Ross agreed that this is a problem and he would return with the answer to this at a later date.

10. Residence of CC members v that of HC Councillors:  Campbell Port pointed out the inconsistency of demanding that CC members reside in the area which they represent whereas there is no such demand for Highland Councillors to do so.

11. Involvement of THC in windfarm community benefit management:  Iain Miller expressed public disquiet with this working plan which proposes how the benefit should be distributed.  Cllr Ross said that part of the aim of THC would be to increase the benefit to £5K per megawatt and this would not be easy.  A discussion followed and the following points were made: -

· James Sutherland expressed concern about the % retained by THC.  Cllr Ross said that there should be a regional fund to support projects in all parts of Sutherland.  Golspie could also apply to this fund.  He added that involvement with THC would not be compulsory.

· Cllr Ross:  The Scottish Government is suggesting a ‘Scotland fund’.

· John Melville suggested that THC funding would tend to go to its own projects in Inverness.

· John Ford understood that THC would deduct a sizeable amount of money for administration.  Campbell Port replied that for the Kilbraur project THC would have deducted only 2%.

· Campbell Port:  East Sutherland should not gain from the biggest onshore windfarm on Lewis and similarly benefit money from windfarms in this area should not go to the central belt.  Allan Barclay agreed.

· Cllr Ross:  THC would facilitate, but not keep, the benefit money.

· It was agreed that benefit from offshore windfarms should go to THC for distribution throughout the Highland area.

· Allan Barclay thought it unlikely that THC would give onshore benefit funding from its ‘central pot’ to this area when we benefited directly.

12. Road marking:  Iain Miller reported that the road marking at Shinglesand and other places had worn off or were wearing off.  Cllr Ross said that he would raise the point with Scotland TranServ.

13. Service Points:  (Later in the meeting) James Sutherland asked if the former Service Point building had been sold.  Iain Miller complained that, so far, the sale had taken 9 months to be concluded.  Cllr Ross confirmed that money raised from the sale would help to pay for renovation work carried out on the Drummuie Office building.  There was a suggestion that THC did not own the building.

14.
Opening hours of Service Point:  Cllr Ross reported that the new arrangements for partial closure of the new Service Point would start on 1 April and that the working hours of both staff would be reduced to 17 1/2 hours per week.  He was unsure of the exact timing of the opening hours.

Matters Arising:

There were none.

Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Nicol needed to delay giving the March report until the following meeting.

Planning Matters:

In the absence of Robert Beaton, Anne Ford reported the following application:

THC:  Installation of a biomass boiler and connection to existing boiler rooms at the Drummuie Area Office.  The engineering arrangements to allow for this were made at the time of the renovation.

New Business:

Bus Transport north from Inverness:  Allan Barclay raised the issue of poor timings of Stagecoach bus services between Inverness and Golspie.  He cited: 

· The Glasgow /Edinburgh bus north arrives in Inverness at 12.10pm but the next bus to Golspie leaves Inverness at 2.25pm, arriving in Golspie at 3.50pm.  However, between 12.10 pm and 2.25 pm there are 3 buses terminating at Tain and 2 terminating at Dornoch.  He suggested that the 12.25pm bus terminating at Tain should continue to Golspie.

· The evening bus from Inverness leaves at 4.50pmand has 3 stops before arriving in Golspie at 6.15pm.  Most people who work in Inverness have to catch the 5.35pm bus which stops many times, including at Embo, before arriving in Golspie at 7.50pm – a journey taking an hour longer.

· He also questioned the sense of using a double-decker for the 5.35pm journey, considering the few passengers on board and the narrow twisting roads at that stage of the journey.

He asked for a letter to be sent to Stagecoach asking for direct buses at realistic times in these cases.

Cllr Ross offered to obtain details about THC’s authority over arrangements with Stagecoach concerning these journeys.  He suggested sending a joint letter from GCC and himself to Stagecoach and obtaining further details from people who use the Inverness – Golspie bus route.

Juna Sutherland said that the evening double–decker often arrives at Shore Road, Golspie, with only 2 people on board.

Iain Miller added that bus linkages with train journeys at Inverness were also poor.

Allan Barclay was concerned that bus drivers on some journeys did not know how many seats were booked, which causes a problem when booked passengers arrive on time but after unbooked passengers had been given seats and the bus is full.  This was also worth questioning.

Chairman’s News:

Benn Bhraggie binoculars:  Iain understood that there had been no sign of an attempt to steal them.  It would cost £400 to repair both the binoculars and the mount.  Alan Barclay added that evidence for a theft attempt included a suitable Allan key being found nearby in the heather.  Richard Gordon offered to weld them in place when they were returned.  The manual recommends 3-monthly checks for slackening.  It was agreed to spend £400 on the repair.

GREAN:  Iain suggested that GCC should send a letter of congratulation to GREAN on winning the Scottish Social Enterprise Coalition Award and wising them well in the National Finals to be held in London on 30 March.  He hoped that THC would take account of the achievement in their decision with funding for GREAN.

Daffodil planting:  The previous Saturday a group of about 15, including young people and children planted about 3,600 (‘Carlton’) daffodil bulbs alongside the A9 at the bottom of Drummuie Brae.  Hugh Murray had cut trenches in the turf with a machine earlier in the morning.  The bulbs were bought in October but this was the first weekend suitable for planting them because of the weather.

The Blaize Pitch:  This was almost totally cleared.  GCC had applied to the Ward Discretionary Fund on behalf of the group, as an applicant must have a bank account.

Wildflower Meadow:  GCC has applied to the Ward Discretionary Fund for funding for this project.  Some trees will be planted as well as the wildflower seeds.

Kenny MacLean:  Iain had attended the funeral of Kenny, who had been involve d with the Community Council over a long period and had been a previous chairman.  It was agreed to send a letter of sympathy to Mrs MacLean.

Old Business:

1.
Tourist Information:  No progress.

2.
Drainage: There was still a problem with outfall drainage at the rear of the British Legion building, with the possibility of flooding Seaforth House.  Ian Ross said that he would raise it at the next Ward Forum meeting.
3.
Wish List:  A revised list would appear at the next meeting.

4.
‘YMCA’ building:  No further news.

Community Council Correspondence:

2 items were received.  Attention was given to:

1.
Mrs Jean Cameron’s letter asking for help with funding the 2011 Dunrobin Piping Competition.  It was agreed to donate £100.

2.
Scottish Water:  Email from Joanna Peebles re information event on 22 March from 3.30pm to 7pm in the Community Centre.

General Correspondence:

6 items were received.  Attention was given to:

Review of Scottish Policing Structure - for consultation.  See HC Matters item 8.

Next Month’s Agenda:

1.
The Post Office post box

2. Ownership of the former Service Point building

200 Club March Draw:

Results would be published in the Northern Times that week. 

Date of Next Meeting:

This will be on Monday 11 April at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.
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