Golspie Community Council

Minute of the meeting held on Monday 8 March 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.

Present:
Iain Miller (Chairman)

Campbell Port (Vice Chairman)



Mary Nicol (Treasurer)



Anne Ford (Secretary)



Robert Beaton



Allen Davidson

Also:
Councillor Deirdre MacKay

Alison Cameron (Northern Times)

Campbell Stewart (Area Roads and Community Works Manager, TEC Services)

Cathel Macaskill (Customer Service Manager, Scotland TranServ)

Ken Hossack, (North Area Engineer, Scotland TranServ)

PC Gordon Smith

and 11 members of the public

Apologies:
Allan Barclay

Munro MacLeod

Heather Ward

Minute of the Previous Meeting:

There was a correction:  New Business, item 3, Kilbraur Community Benefit Trust:  The sum ‘for distribution among the 3 villages’ should read ‘£95K p.a.’ and not ‘£95 p.a.’, as stated.

The minute was then proposed as correct by Iain Miller and seconded by Mary Nicol.

Police Matters:

PC Gordon Smith reported that:

· Monitoring in the area for vehicle defects had been ongoing.

· Unofficial parking in Main Street had been monitored.

· 3 people had appeared in court from custody.

· 6 people had been reported to the Procurator Fiscal.

· Youths had been warned about their manner of speaking to members of the public.

· The vandals who had damaged a garage door, broken windows at GREAN and scratched cars were still not known but not thought to be the same person/people.

· Theft of a 1”x 4” prop shaft from the harbour.

Other matters were then raised:

· Robert Beaton asked if it would help the problem of unofficial parking in Main Street to have the yellow lines, on the north side of the road, reinstalled.  PC Smith replied that vehicles would continue to park as traffic wardens (only one or two cover the Caithness, Sutherland and Tain area) or police are unlikely to be present at the time.  Cathel Macaskill added that the problem is the same throughout the Highlands – communities are equally divided between wanting and not wanting yellow lines.

· Graham Philips reported motorbikes being driven over the links at Little Ferry. One reckless motorcyclist, who seems to visit 4 or 5 times a year, purposely drives towards members of the public.  Mary Nicol added that she had seen a white Ford Escort and trailer drive at folk 2 weeks beforehand.

· John Melville reported that the engines of delivery vehicles were often left running when parked in the road.  PC Smith said that there were a few complaints about this but it was necessary for refrigerated vehicles.

Contact with police is easily made by phoning Golspie on 633 222, Dornoch on 01862 810222 or Crimestoppers (free, confidential, no names asked for) on 0800555111 or by calling at a police station or e-mailing any officer on ‘first name.surname@northern.pnn.police.uk’ (eg peter.allan@northern.pnn.police.uk)

Campbell Stewart, Area Roads and Community Works Manager, TEC Services:

Campbell thanked Iain Miller for taking on the task of locking the toilet block every night.  It was much appreciated by THC.

He then reported on the following matters:

Public Toilets:  These are still under maintenance contract with HC Client Service.  The urgent matters were:

· The problem with one of the urinals is being dealt with by HC Client Service.
· The sanitary disposal units in the Ladies section have been an issue for some time, posing a potential health hazard.  The whole mechanism has been removed from one unit and replaced by a removable bin.  Anne Ford suggested that such bins were installed in the other cubicles until the problem was solved.

Ferry Road:  Three new passing places have been made and surfacing will be completed by the end of that week.

Drainage:  The 2-year scheme is progressing to schedule.  It includes:

· Work at the Primary School, which is almost complete.  There is still some kerbing and grass sowing to be done.

· Rhives junction at Fountain Road:  Engineers have met with Chris Whealing, factor, and Sutherland Estates still has field drainage work to do.  THC has completed the agreed ditching work.

· Work at Golspie Tower, behind the railway line, has been partly done and it is hoped to be finished in the summer.

· The drain leading down from Golspie Tower to behind the Drill Hall is stepped and using a camera will be expensive, but it is still TEC’s intention to undertake an investigation this year.

· The outfalls on the south side of Main Street that are the responsibility of TEC are checked regularly. Other outfalls are the responsibility of TranServ and it has been reminded on a number of occasions to undertake regular inspections.

Gritting had been a difficult job because of the severe weather.  A new gritter - smaller, to get under the railway bridge - was obtained for Backies.

Road sign:  The one at Ross Street/Woodland Way is in the wrong place and will be moved.

Dog fouling:  A bin is needed for dog walkers using the footpath to Drummuie.  It was suggested that it was put at the end of Drummuie Drive.  This is being assessed.

Road Repairs:  There has been a lot of damage because of the weather.  It has been decided to carry out patching rather than surface dressing.

Undermining of the sea wall:  This had been reported behind ‘Cairnlea’ (Arthur Teska’s house).  A 5-year survey was in place and CS had seen no cause for alarm but he would monitor the situation.  Several of those present stressed that there seemed to be a serious problem.

Other matters were then raised:

Snowploughs:  AD reported that he had seen some of these ‘stuck’.  CS responded that some 4x2s had a problem, due largely to the severe conditions.  Many gritters had been replaced during the last 5 years.  Saturday gritting is as on weekdays: only Sundays have a reduced schedule.

Dog refuse bags:  Mary Nicol reported that there was a dog bin at the Little Ferry quarry but no bags.  There were also no bags for the bin at Little Ferry car park.  CS would mention it to Jimmy MacKay, Dog Warden.  It was decided that people should not be encouraged to walk dogs behind the Health Centre and therefore no bin/bags would be put there.

Undermining of the sea wall:  Robert Beaton reported that the tow reached 4 feet into the sea wall and the beach is being rapidly removed.

Outfalls from Main Street:  Charlie Melville, Morven, Main Street, reported that the outfall problem nearest his house had not been followed up.  TEC had met with Scottish Water and TranServ to sort out who was responsible for which outfall.  This is now in writing and confirmed as a Trunk Road issue.  SW and TranServ were given maps.
The problem with a gully at Seaforth House is a THC (Housing Service) issue.  Iain Miller added that it is a serious issue.  Last year the buildings were within inches of being flooded.

Cathel Macaskill said that Edwin Stewart, TranServ Area Manager, had not been at work but he would speak to CS the following day.

M & H Carriers:  John Melville reported that this firm is downloading goods from a huge truck and trailer next to his wall.  A business is being operated from a car park and there is noise.  He asked if it was a planning or police issue.  It was decided that it was probably a police responsibility and to pass the issue to Cllr MacKay.

Salt bins:  Campbell Murray asked if a salt bin could be provided at the head of the public footpath outside his property. CS replied that they cost around £600 but he could supply some salt.

The following matters were raised later in the meeting:

Golspie Tower burn:  Robert Beaton asked CS to look at this.  CS said that TEC would.  CS added that work had been done in 2006 and there seemed to be no huge problem since then.

Nursery Bridge:  Robert Beaton reported that the road underneath (the road to Backies) needs ditching and a manhole and asked if it was a problem for the rail service to solve.  CS replied that he would check the situation.

Cathel Macaskill , Customer Service Manager, and 

Ken Hossack, North Area Engineer, both Scotland TranServ:

Cathel explained that TranServ maintains trunk roads over a wide area – from Campbeltown to Perth and Scrabster to Uig.  It assesses various schemes that are sent to Transport Scotland where they are reviewed.  At present improvement of the road surface at the south entrance to Golspie has high priority.  An initial survey will determine the length of road that can be improved within the TS budget of £130K-£140K.  TranServ welcomes any comments on this.

The following issues were then raised:

Road Signage cleaning:  Iain Miller reported that the signs leading into Golspie from the north need cleaning.  CM replied that TranServ would clean the illuminated signs and the bollards at junctions.  Every week route inspectors check the network which includes road surface condition and the general condition of signage/street furniture etc.

Station Road:  Campbell Port said that it needs redesigning.  KH replied that he would investigate the scope for re-aligning it.  The aim would be to allow 2 vehicles to pass safely.  A visual inspection would be needed.  Allan Barclay added that it is an issue for the fire engine.  KH suggested that a member of GCC joins him for the visual inspection.  CP volunteered.  KH said that he hoped to get the job done in July but he would like to know dates of key events so that they could be avoided.  Gala week (29 July to 8 August) was mentioned.

Removal of Nibs near The Trawler:  Iain Miller suggested this issue as a means of improving the safety of vehicles parking outside the restaurant to collect ‘take-aways’.  CM had looked at the situation and thought it feasible.  KH would ask his colleagues responsible for safety to check because the nib, which has been there for 12 years, may be essential for the safety of vehicles/pedestrians exiting the lane beside it.

Overhanging trees:  Iain Miller reported that those between Golspie and Brora are a safety issue because lorries can knock branches off.  KH said that he would get a landscaping specialist to look.  CM agreed to respond by email when this was completed.

Cat’s Eyes:  Allen Davidson had reported that many reflected poorly.  CM said that some self- clean when pushed down.  They are very good in the Trentham Hotel area.  He added that a check would show where the greatest number is missing or not reflecting.  A length, usually of 2/3 kilometres, will then be replaced.  There is a limited budget for this but eventually all will be replaced.

Gaelic Signs:  Iain Miller said that the reflective area of these bilingual signs seemed too bright.  KH replied that this was a legal issue – they should reflect straight back.  He would look at the one at the A 835 junction at the Mound.

Rumble Strips:  Allen Davidson complained of the state of these at the south end of the village.  He asked KH to walk over them.  KH said that he would replace the strips.

Gritting vehicles:  Allen Davidson complained strongly of the state of these and suggested that some were re-sprayed Army vehicles.  CM explained that the assertion that they were ex-Army vehicles was completely untrue.  Scotland TranServ had a fleet of modern snowploughs that were all maintained to a very high standard.  They have to be in a state of readiness 24 hours a day/7 days a week and the evidence of that was the performance of the fleet during the worst winter in the Highlands for years.  He added that the company had received many letters of congratulation on their and very few complaints.  He also paid tribute to the dedication of the snowplough drivers over the period.  AD also asked why there was no snow blower.  CM responded that ST has a number of snowblowers with three in the North area.

Drains and outfalls off Main Street:  Iain Miller said that TranServ had not been maintaining the 4 outfalls that are its responsibility.  They are easily blocked by silt and stones.  CS added that they need a regular regime of inspection.  IM would lift the flaps to see their condition and phone CM about the situation.  Charlie Melville added that the pipe leading from the storm flap near his house needs an extension.

Advertising ‘A’ Boards:  Graham Phillips reported that many people, especially those who run small businesses, are upset about the banning of this form of advertising on pavements.  CM replied that TranServ had instruction about this from Transport Scotland but the TS Area Manager is giving careful consideration to the matter.

Site Meeting:  Campbell Port said that a group would be needed to walk with KH, Charlie Melville and himself.  KH said that he could be available on a Saturday.

The Chairman then thanked Campbell Stewart and Cathel Macaskill for coming to the meeting.

Highland Council Matters:

Cllr MacKay reported on the following matters:

1. Old Service Point:  This is now for sale.  Access, beside the building, to the beach will be preserved

2. Scottish Water:  Joanna Peebles, Regional Communities Manager, reported that engineers had identified the burst pipe at 9pm that evening.  Bowser and bottled water would be ready.  Kevin MacNicol had been going from door-to-door identifying those in need.  This was greatly appreciated.  Campbell Port added that £20 compensation was available if water was not connected after 24 hours with more for every 12 hours after that.  Vulnerable folk had to register in advance.

Other matters were then raised:

Gritting at Primary School:  Campbell Murray reported that there had been a lack of gritting on the brae to the school during the bad weather.

Matters Arising:

There were none.

Treasurer’s Report:

This would be available at the next meeting.

Iain Miller said that GCC had a chance of buying a second-hand trailer for £95.  It would be very useful for moving items around the village – especially for Golspie in Bloom and the Christmas Lights.  Members agreed to buy it.

Planning Matters:

Robert Beaton reported the following applications:

Kilbraur Windfarm:  Falck Renewables had applied for a weatherproof enclosure for equipment, 60’x 45’x15’, to be put on the site.

New Business:

1. GYPO Graffiti:  Anne Ford praised the artwork on the wall of the Youth Centre and suggested that the other walls now look dilapidated and need repainting.  She suggested the CC gave money to cover the cost of paint for the young people to do the job.  It was suggested that it could be done through Community Service.

2. Community Service Suggestions:  Anne Ford suggested that the electricity ‘mini substation’ at the side of the Fountain Road car park was an eyesore and in need of repainting – a suitable job for Community Service.  She asked for other suggestions.  Litter picking around the Shore Street car park was suggested. Iain Miller said that he would contact the Community Services organisation about the matter.
3. Naming of Drummuie access road:  The Highland Council TECs/Road department had asked, via Phil Tomalin, Ward Manager, GCC to choose a suitable name for the access road leading to Drummuie.  After some discussion the most popular choice was Drummuie ‘something’.  It was decided to make the final decision at the next meeting.

4. Meeting of BCC and GCC with SSE on 3 March:  Iain Miller reported that SSE agreed to contact the police about carrying out a trial run along the A9 from Invergordon to The Old School soon.  SSE also agreed to ask police consent for 20mph maximum of abnormal loads through Golspie and Brora.  Also, community benefit was outlined.
Chairman’s News:

At the Ward Forum on 9 February in Rogart Iain Miller had drawn attention to the poor appearance of the Police Station in Brora and the old police station in Golspie.  Subsequently the outside of the Brora police station had been painted.

Old Business:

1. Tourist Information:  No update
2. Extension of 30 mph limit along Ferry Road as far as the clubhouse:  No update
3. Drainage:  See Campbell Stewart’s report above.
4. Wish List:  The Secretary had distributed copies at the meeting.  She was told that maintenance of the village clock had been omitted.  She apologised and confirmed that this would be corrected.

Community Council Correspondence:

2 items were received.  Attention was given to:

The Golspie Inn:  An application had been made for a change of name (from The Sutherland Arms Hotel) to the original ‘Golspie Inn’, for a gaming licence and for internal alterations.  Robert Beaton had examined the application details and there seemed no problem with any of these changes.
General Correspondence:

12 items were received.  There was no discussion.

Next Month’s Agenda:

1.
Naming of Drummuie access road.

2. Ownership of YMCA building.

3. Buy-out of Golspie Golf Course.

200 Club March Draw:

Results would be published in the Northern Times that week. 

Date of Next Meeting:

This will be on Monday 12 April at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.
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