Golspie Community Council

Minute of the meeting held on Monday 13 June 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.

Present:
Iain Miller (Chairman)

Campbell Port (Vice Chairman)



Mary Nicol (Treasurer)



Anne Ford (Secretary)

Allan Barclay



Robert Beaton

Also:
Councillor Ian Ross

PC Allena MacLeod

Alison Cameron (Northern Times)

Dr James Vance (Rector, Golspie High School)

Nicola McKenzie (Scientific Officer, TEC Services)

and 14 members of the public

Apologies:
Allen Davidson



Heather Ward

Minute of the Previous Meeting:

The minute was proposed as correct by Mary Nicol and seconded by Iain Miller.

Police Matters:

PC MacLeod reported that the following had occurred since the last meeting:

· Despite 75 instances it had not been a very busy month.

· 9 instances of speeding.  At the last meeting there were complaints about speeding in Argo Terrace.  This had been checked and the average speed was very low.  There had been no case reported of speeding there.

· Vandalism at GREAN and the Bowling Club.  This happened on the same night and could possibly be related.  Vandalism at GREAN has been happening over a long period.  Local police as well as those based at Wick have been working on the case but they need much more support from the community by providing any information that may be relevant.

· A few calls have been made about the behaviour of children.  Dr Vance, Rector of GHS, and others have been very supportive with this.

· There is a very common scam at present.  It starts with a phone call telling people that there is something wrong with their computer.  On no account should this be followed up.

Other matters were then raised:

· Allan Barclay understood that the person who caused damage to the monument was known but he had yet to be interviewed.  Those close to him had been interviewed.  Mary Nicol reported having seen a light one night on the mountain bike track.  PC MacLeod asked for incidents to be reported as soon as they happen.

· Iain Miller complained of lorries travelling too fast through Brora and asked why this continued when it would show on the tachograph.  PC MacLeod said that modern tachographs only registered average speeds.  If the type of lorry, its number and the time were noted the driver could be identified.

· Mary Nicol complained of the debris left from campfires in Dairy Park, including timber and tyres.  PC MacLeod explained that this was a matter for Sutherland Estates and not the police.  She suggested that a CC rep should speak to the Estate.

· Bob Inkster stressed that parking on the A9 (Main Street) was for the general public and not householders.  PC MacLeod would contact THC about this.

Contact with police is easily made by phoning Golspie on 633 222, Dornoch on 01862 810222 or Crimestoppers (free, confidential, no names asked for) on 0800555111 or by calling at a police station

Dr James Vance, Rector, Golspie High School

Dr Vance first gave an account of current ideas in Scottish education.

The main issue at present is the Curriculum for Excellence.  This is based around educating the next workforce and takes a pragmatic view away from acquiring knowledge for exams and then forgetting it.  It stresses the skills needed for learning, leadership, work and life.  It aims to develop confidence for school leavers.  The programme has already started and there have been initial difficulties.  The scheme intends to give teachers some degree of autonomy and therefore appeared, at first, to give insufficient guidance.  The government was slow to produce the type of exams that would be used and it was difficult for staff to know where they were aiming when teaching years 1,2 and 3.  Golspie High School is now satisfied with the programme.

Dr Vance then gave his views of the school.  He enjoys the ‘family feel’; there is a lot of sharing, therefore co-operation and support.  The attitude of pupils is excellent; they hold doors open and say ‘Sir’.  Staff, including the maintenance staff and 2 janitors, work very hard and there is good support from parents, goodwill from the community and a good relationship with the Northern Times.  The excellent HM Inspector’s report was a positive factor.

The main issues at the school are the condition of the building, the tight financial situation and the falling school roll.  There are 301 pupils this year and if the number falls below 300 the school will lose resources including staff.  Therefore it is important to encourage entry for the next few years.

He said that his job is to inspire, empower and train others.

Questions and comments followed:

· Allan Barclay said that in the past the school involved pupils in the community, eg gardening, the Davy Duffy tape service.  Dr Vance agreed that children should be involved in the community and asked organisations to approach the school with ideas.

· Iain Miller reported that Brora CC had suggested that pupils join their CC.  Anne Ford thought that there would be problems with this but pupils could be invited to attend meetings to report on their projects and activities, such as the leadership links with a Turkish school and the French exchange.

· Anne Ford asked what could be done to encourage entry to GHS.  Dr Vance replied that the first thing was ‘to put the house in order’, which he considered had been done.  It was then important to offer a wide range of courses and to present a positive image to the public.

· Iain Miller mentioned the success of a member of the English department, George Connor, with his educational blog (www.misterconnor.com) aimed at improving study in his subject.  It had won 3rd place in a Britain–wide survey.  So far it had received 40,000 hits and was being continually updated.

The Chairman thanked Dr Vance for his visit.

Nicola Mackenzie, Scientific Officer (Contaminated Land) TEC Services, was introduced by Cllr Ross to explain her work in the Golspie area.

The task is to carry out a survey of the site of a former sawmill off Ferry Road for possible contamination by wood preservative.  There are 16 locations for testing soil and ground water and the aim is to ensure the land is suitable for the current residential use.  Robert Beaton had helped her with studying historical maps and she had contacted the Heritage Society.

The project is being undertaken as part of the Council Highland-wide Strategy published in 2001 and 2009 to inspect former industrial/commercial land uses. Currently a number of former filling stations and sawmills are under investigation.  The project funds are not ring-fenced and if a problem is found the Council will seek to have the site cleaned up, including contacting previous owners and/or developers for costs, if possible.

Robert Beaton asked if we would be told the cost when the job was finished.  Nicola said that she would ask.

Highland Council Matters

Cllr Ross reported the following:

1. Dog bins:  Those at Little Ferry will be emptied more frequently.

2. Co-Op Lane:  TECs confirms ownership

3. The Fountain:  It is confirmed that THC owns this.

4. Steamroller at the playpark:  An inspection on 31 May showed that there is no problem with the structure but it is in need of painting.  THC will carry this out.

5. Dyke in Ferry Road:  This repair will be done.

6. Street Lighting:  The bulb in one of the streetlights near the Blaize Pitch will be replaced.

7. Argo Terrace:  A blocked drain caused the water to pour down this street.

8. Classroom Assistants:  THC is taking stock of the school rolls.  New posts will become available in 2012 and the outlook is positive.  There will be no reduction in the budget.

9. School Transport:  A change is proposed - probably from the middle of next year.  He felt positive about the outcome.

10. Stagecoach buses:  Cllr Ross has liaised with the Chief Executive and will continue to do so.  He has made Rob Gibson MSP aware of the situation.  The Secretary was asked to inform Rob Gibson that Steve Walker, Managing Director of Stagecoach in the Highlands, would be attending the next meting.

11. Post box at the Post Office:  The box had arrived at the GPO depot in Aberdeen and should be in place by the end of June.

12. Lawson Hospital:  A letter, dated 1 June, had been received from North Highland Community Health Partnership (CHP) stating that 4 of the 15 beds would be removed on 6 June for medical and health and safety reasons.  Between July 2008 and June 2010 there was an average of 57% occupancy and therefore the CHP see no ‘detrimental impact on patients’.  Cllr Ross had written to the CHP to complain of the lack of advance communication and discussion.  He also sought confirmation that the Cambusavie unit is not affected and re-affirmation that the future of the hospital is secure.

13. Big Burn Walk:  A survey had been arranged and James Sutherland and TECs staff had been contacted.

14. Toilet Shed:  It was confirmed that this shed in the Rhives car park belongs to Wildcat, for which Andrew MacLeod and John Ross are responsible.

15. Public Toilets:  Maintenance problems that had been neglected for a long time were raised with the Area Housing and Property Manager.  They would be addressed soon.  Anne Ford reported that the floor in the Ladies section was cleaner than it had been for a long time.  She would continue to check for maintenance problems in that section.

16. Public Library:  An answer to the future of the Library was expected in the next few weeks.

Other matters were then raised:

17. Grass cutting:  Allan Barclay complained that this was not going very well and asked where the contract was advertised.  Cllr Ross would find out.  He also asked to be told about unsatisfactory grass cutting jobs.  Allan said that the area between Shore Street and the gasworks needed attention.  Weed killer has been used on the edges instead of trimming them and as a result there is only about 8” width of path remaining and the edging boards have disappeared.  Scottish Water did not re-instate the paths after its work there.  (The work was carried out by Sleigh through Dorothy Maxwell, THC Environment & Planning.)

18. Bollard at the Nisa Shop, Main Street:  Iain Miller reported that this needed attention.

19. Street light:  Mary Nicol reported that a street light at the south end of the village had been permanently on for months.

20. Street lighting hidden:  Robert Inkster reported that trees hid the lighting between Swordale and West Dene.

21. Ivy at Heavitree:  Allan Barclay reported that ivy has grown onto the pavement and over the wall.

Matters Arising:

1. School’s Estate Review (HC Matters, item 9):  Allan Barclay asked if the review would include the flat roof at Golspie HS.  Cllr Ross thought that there could be an investment in the school in 5/6 years time.  He also reported that capital would be put aside for the work to be carried out as a result of the review.  Some schools could be closed and amalgamated with others.

2. Big Burn bridge repairs (Chairman’s News):  Allan Barclay asked if it would be Sutherland Estates’ responsibility if a member of the public were injured because of the dangerous condition of a bridge.

3. Loan to Karate Club (New Business item 8):  Iain Miller reported that the loan would be repaid in 2 weeks’ time.

Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Nicol reported that the accounts stood as follows at the end of last month:

General Fund:  £1,935, £72 paid to Kirkland Ltd for renewal of Golspie.org.uk web space.

Christmas Lights Fund:  £3,063
Project Fund:  £14,052, £1,200 paid to Waverley Engineering for work on the Blaize Pitch.

200 Club:  Information not available.

Kilbraur Micro Grant Fund:  An account has been set up and opened and £3,000 has been deposited.

Planning Matters:

Robert Beaton reported that despite there being 71 applications during May none were for the Golspie area.
New Business:

1. Village Clock:  Mary Nicol reported that Tony Charlesworth had examined the clock and reported that the equipment was old and obsolete.  There was also a leak into inner parts and he suggested that it was upgraded.  The cost would be £3,328 + VAT + the cost of erecting scaffolding.  It was suggested that an application should be made to Kilbraur windfarm, perhaps through Vision Golspie.

2. Future of the YMCA building:  Robert Beaton reported that a report on the condition of the building and detailed costing for bringing it up to an acceptable standard had been received.  The major work involved replacing the floor of the hall (£15,000) and improving the flat roof (£23,000).  The total cost would be around £47,000.

The Community Council had been asked to decide if it was in favour of the 

building being transferred to the Highland Council (see the minute for last month).  Members agreed unanimously that this was their choice.  This information would now go to the ECS committee for a formal decision.

3. Appointment of 2 representatives for the Kilbraur Windfarm Benefit Trust:  Anne Ford proposed that Iain Miller and Campbell Port should continue with this task.  This was seconded by Allan Barclay and agreed by those other members present.

4. Disposal of rubbish at weekends:  Iain Miller suggested that a lockable rubbish bin should be provided for Alec Henderson’s use at weekends as the bins become overfull by then.

5. Fenced Path at Dunrobin:  Heather Ward had reported that a fence blocked a path through Dunrobin Wood, parallel to Dairy Park.  The Secretary was asked to get in touch with Sutherland Estates about the matter.

Chairman’s News:

Iain Miller reported that very few children and adults had come along to the Beach Clean on 28 May.  It seems that most parents take their children to Inverness on Saturday and therefore it would be better to arrange the next one on a day and at a time that suits parents and leaders of the Rainbow, Brownies, Beavers and Cubs.  Those that had come along did a good job.

Old Business:

1. Tourist Information:  Mary Nicol had been updating the information on the notice boards at the car parks at Shore Street and Fountain Road.
2. Drainage:  No further information.
3.  Wish List:  Village clock- see above.
4. ‘YMCA’ building:  See above.
Community Council Correspondence:

4 items were received.

Attention was given to a letter received from Joanna Peebles in answer to our response to the March Meeting with Scottish Water.  The response was no very satisfactory and it was suggested that Rob Gibson MSP should be made aware of the situation.

General Correspondence:

9 items were received.

Next Month’s Agenda:

There were no requests.

200 Club June Draw:

Results would be published in the Northern Times that week. 

Date of Next Meeting:

This will be on Monday 11 July at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.
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