Golspie Community Council

Minute of the meeting held on Monday 14 February 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.

Present:
Iain Miller (Chairman)



Mary Nicol (Treasurer)



Anne Ford (Secretary)



Robert Beaton



Allen Davidson



Munro MacLeod

Also:
Cllr Deirdre MacKay

PC Steven Clarke

Alison Cameron (Northern Times)

William Sutherland, Chairman East Sutherland Rotary Club 

Michael Bonner

John Murray

John Ford, Chairman, Golspie Community Power

and 11 members of the public

Apologies:
Allan Barclay

Campbell Port

Heather Ward

Cllr Iain Ross

Minute of the Previous Meeting:

The minute was proposed as correct by Mary Nicol and seconded by Iain Miller.

Police Matters:

PC Clarke reported that the following had occurred since the last meeting:

· There had been no more serious vandalism at GREAN but it was still being investigated.   The Inspector is very keen to solve the problem.

· Youths have been gathering in the Co-Op lane and creating a nuisance, eg knocking on doors.  2 youths have been identified and police officers have spoken to their parents.  Police have spoken to Dr Vance, Rector of GHS, and the problem would be mentioned at school assembly.

· Illegal parking in and around the village was being monitored.  In the first instance officers will knock on doors and ask the vehicles to be moved.  If it was not moved there could be a £60 on-the-spot fine.  If that were not paid the vehicle would be removed, costing  £120 to be retrieved plus £20 each day.  If all else fails the vehicles will be crushed.  The commonest offence is parking at bus stops and outside the Bank.

· During the last 6 weeks many drivers have been caught speeding within the 20mph limit during ‘school periods’ and the 30mph limits.  The latter is very common with vehicles at the south end of the village.

The following issues were then raised:

· Yellow lines:  Robert Beaton reported that plans for yellow lining (No Waiting) of the A9 through Golspie had been received from THC.  The length of road involved stretches from south of Heavitree to the north end of the bowling green.  There will be no waiting on the north side except for the bus stances and the parking bays outside the former police station.  On the south side the present parking bays are retained, except that one of the 2 bays outside the Post Office will become a disabled bay.  There will also be a disabled bay opposite the new Service Point.  All parking will be 24 hours.  RB then asked about parking offences.  PC Clark replied that there are 2 offences: -

· Dangerous parking – when a parked vehicle makes it dangerous for another vehicle to pull out and overtake.

· Parking on the pavement – usually considered not being an offence if there is room for a buggy to pass.  It is up to the discretion of the officer.  Robert Inkster asked how strict officers were about parking on the pavement.  PC Clark replied that the intention was to prevent alienation – a chat was preferable to a parking ticket.

· Parking at Fountain Road Hall:  Iain Miller said that the parking of cars on the pavement next to Back Road made it dangerous for vehicles exiting from Fountain Road.  PC Clark said that he could supply cones but a more permanent feature was needed as cones were too easily removed.

Contact with police is easily made by phoning Golspie on 633 222, Dornoch on 01862 810222 or Crimestoppers (free, confidential, no names asked for) on 0800555111 or by calling at a police station

William Sutherland:

As Manager of Sutherland Partnership, re the Lawson Greenspace project, William reported that: 

· The contract for the work would be signed the following week.

· There are 8 sources of funding including a renegotiation with LEADER.

· The contractor would be on site within a month.
· Installing new all-abilities paths will be the most costly part of the project.
· The safety problem of pedestrians sharing the narrow entrance gate with vehicles will be solved.  A new entrance gate will be installed for pedestrians and a shallow ramp will link it to the main drive.
As Chairman of the East Sutherland Rotary Club, re the Environmental Improvement at the entrance to Golspie from the south, William then reported that:

· The area involved is the ground below Drummuie, enclosed by the road to the Council Offices and the path from the bottom of Drummuie Terrace that meets it.

· The plan is to provide a wildflower meadow and a bench seat.

· Seeds will be bought from Scotia Seeds and will cost £7K.  A list of the species was distributed.

· The cost of clearing the 2 hectares of ground will have to go to tender.

· Advice has been obtained from Ian Patterson, Highland Council Ranger, and Ian Mitchell, SNH.

· Slightly less than £3K will be spent on seed of Yellow Rattle, a semiparasite on grass, which will be sown later.  Yellow Rattle will inhibit grass growth therefore less maintenance will be needed.

· An interpretation panel will be included.

· A letter of support and possibly some financial support would be welcomed.

A discussion followed: -

· Iain Miller pointed out that the community was already involved financially as £500 had been spent by GCC on daffodil bulbs for some of the area.  William said that asking for financial support would only happen if there were to be a shortfall.

· Mary Nicol said that she thought it was to be a shared project, to include planting of trees and bushes, and with, eg Golspie in Bloom, involved.  William replied that the contractor would do 90% of the work but volunteers would be needed to scatter the Yellow Rattle seeds later in October (after the host grass has had a chance to become established).  He added that nothing had actually been decided.  There was clear support from those present that it had been agreed to involve more organisations than the Rotary Club in the project.

· Cllr MacKay suggested that the community groups involved in the first meeting with William should meet again to discuss the matter.  It was agreed to arrange an early meeting.

· Cllr MacKay said that the project would convert the present eyesore to an attractive gateway to Golspie.

· Iain Miller said that TranServ should be encouraged to improve the A9 verges in that area.

John Murray and Michael Bonner – Renewal of the ‘Blaize Pitch’:

They reported the following: -

· The ground belongs to THC Education Dept but is no longer used by GHS.  The Rector, Dr Vance, agreed to it being used by others if it was put to good use. 

· Official permission for any work to go ahead had been given 10 days before.

· A start in returning it to a flat area had been made the previous Saturday by clearing some of the bushes and trees.

· The following Saturday volunteers would again be needed to continue the clearing of bushy vegetation.  Richard Gordon would help with any jobs needing his machinery.  Some financial help may be needed for this work.

· The initial idea was to divide the area into ‘pockets’ with different groups/organisations each developing its own ‘pocket’ and to install paths.  It was suggested that a meeting area for the community, with a marquee and lights etc, should be included.

· The eventual aim would be to install an all-weather sports area.  The area needed would be 100m x 60m.  It would be very expensive.

· There should be something on offer for every age group.

· Fundraising would be a priority.

Charlie Melville was certain that concrete would be found underneath the surface vegetation.

Cllr MacKay praised the initiative and suggested that John and Michael met with Cllr Ross, Iain Miller and herself to discuss the next steps.  It is important to find out what the community wants.

John Ford, Chairman, Golspie Community Power:

John gave a report on the history and present situation of the small hydro scheme on Big Burn.  It covered the following points: -

· Golspie Community Power (GCP) arose from the Vision Golspie group.  It’s a charitable company limited by guarantee, with a board of 8 directors.

· Highland Eco-Design carried out a feasibility study in 2009.  It involves the construction of a weir above the bridge at Big Burn Cottage and the water is carried by a penstock to the turbine house north of the viaduct.

· It could produce an income of £60K, at current tariffs, for 20 years but could last for 50+ years.

· Recent flow measurements (for SEPA) suggest it may support a bigger turbine, providing £88K per year.

· Jimmy Sutherland has been kindly carrying out daily depth measurements since August 2009.

· There is an agreement with Sutherland Estates that water supplies to the Castle fountains and the Mill will not be jeopardised.

· HC Planning and SEPA have been consulted.  There is no need for an Environmental Impact Assessment but some ecological surveys will be needed (that for otters has been completed).

· Community Energy Scotland (CES) (with help from Mel MacRae and John Priddy) has given funding from CARES for the feasibility study, the start-up and the otter survey.

· The project had reached a point where the expertise of a development officer (Renewable Energy Co-ordinator) was needed.  It will be a 2-year self-employed post funded by CARES and Highland LEADER.  There was strong interest from the advertisement, with 28 expressions of interest and 15 applicants.  The interviews would be taking place on the following Saturday and the consultancy would begin in early March.  The REC will have an office in Golspie.
· Information leaflets will be distributed and an open meeting will be held.

· A final design is still needed.  A voluntary offer for part of this has been received.

· Further funding is being investigated.  Construction may need a bank loan.

· The net profit will go to local projects and charities.

· Construction will cause some disruption but some areas could be improved during the work.  Some of the profit will pay for long-term maintenance of Big Burn.

Discussion then followed:

· Robert Beaton was concerned that the flow in summer would be insufficient.  John replied that the official flow measurements took account of this.  The turbine would only operate when the flow was sufficient.  SEPA will set the limits.

· Munro MacLeod asked about the maintenance costs.  John would investigate these but they are likely to be small.  MM also asked whether there would be a long-term employment opportunity involved.  John said that there would be a small part-time job.

· Bob Inkster asked if GCP would be responsible for the supply to the castle.  John confirmed that it would.

Highland Council Matters:

In the absence of Cllr Ross, Cllr MacKay gave his report: -
1.
Scottish Water: there have been further problems and Cllr Ross suggested that he and the CC should agree to write to the SW chief executive, outlining the recent experiences in the village and seeking an early meeting to discuss concerns and find a solution. He was very unhappy with some of its recent responses.
2.
Road drainage repairs above the Sutherland Arms:  THC was upgrading the system in this area and Scottish Water had been made aware of it.
3.
40 mph speed signs on Ferry Rd as far as the Golf Clubhouse:  The Council has agreed to implement this.  It is now in a queue for the legal order process.
4.
Vegetation clearance on the Blaize Pitch: Due to the very kind offer of support from a number of local contractors, Cllr Ross had been involved in discussions over this.  He suggested that GCC gave the work a formal endorsement and applied to the Ward Discretionary Budget for funding to support some of the additional expenses for this work, eg the hire of a chipper.
5. Joint project at the Southern entrance to Golspie: William Sutherland, Chairman, East Sutherland Rotary Club, is dealing with funding bids for this and he would be at this CC meeting (see his report above).

6. Council budgets: This has now been agreed and £23m of savings will be made in the next financial year (2011/12).  There have been some very unpalatable decisions, but the East Sutherland councillors have actively defended some key areas.
Other matters were then raised:

7.
Scottish Water:  Iain Miller complained of the 3 months’ disregard of pleas to deal with the leak beside the Golspie Inn (including denials that it was a SW problem).  SW has said that it will be another 2 months before the work could be done.  It was hoped that it could be done while the road was closed by TEC to mend a drain.  It was agreed that Cllr Ross and GCC would write a joint letter of complaint to the chief executive of SW asking for an early meeting with Cllr Ross and GCC representatives.

Matters Arising:

School Transport:  Anne Ford asked if the proposed follow-up public meeting was still on the agenda.  Cllr MacKay replied that it would follow after the meeting of Area Councillors with Ron Mackenzie, Education, Culture and Sport.

Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Nicol reported that the accounts stood as follows at the end of last month:

General Fund:  £2,206: Income: - £200 THC grant + transfer of £1,286 from Project account.  Paid Out: - £10 for VGES Membership.

Christmas Lights Fund:  £1,851: Income: - £100 - St Andrew’s Lodge (Christmas Tree) + £169 – Collecting Tins + £800 – Donald Sutherland’s Funeral collection.  Paid Out: - £217- Forestry Commission.  Iain Miller suggested asking Marion Sutherland for her views on choosing some new Christmas lights.

Project Fund:  £13, 619:  Income: - £628 – ‘Paths for All’ grant.  Paid Out: - Lindsay & Co (bulb planter) + £1,286 transfer to General account.

200 Club:  £2,091: Paid Out: - £750 – Christmas Draw Prize money.

Iain Miller reported that, following an application for £1K of funding for tools needed to maintain the Ben Bhraggie path, £600 had been awarded.  This would pay for 2 strimmers and mattock.

Planning Matters:

Robert Beaton reported the following applications:

1. Urquhart House, Little Ferry, for Sutherland Estates:  Listed building consent for alterations and improvements, including adding a pitched roof to the west gable.

2. Transport Scotland:  ‘No Waiting’ order through Main Street (see Police Matters).
New Business:

Gordonbush Windfarm Benefit Fund:  A summary of the present position of these benefit fund arrangements was handed out to those present and read out by the Secretary.  Briefly, the main points were: - 

· SSE will give £144K p.a. (=£2K per kilowatt) for 25 years, plus an extra amount that depends on the output.

· SSE’s normal method of dispersal of funds is for ‘one pot’ to be shared – but not split according to a formula - between the communities (Brora, Golspie, Helmsdale and Rogart in this case).

· SCF (Scottish Community Foundation), a charity, is normally paid by SSE to manage the fund.

· A panel of representatives (12 in this case) from the communities would discharge the funding.

· The main advantages would be to remove the burden of administration from the panel, to provide experience and to give continuity.

· Other possible options for dispersal have been mooted by some of the CCs involved but it is not known if they would be acceptable to SSE.

The opinion of the community was sought.  A discussion followed: - 

· Iain Miller reported that the Kilbraur benefit fund used the same ‘one pot’ system and there had been no problem with any one community feeling ‘hard done by’.  The system worked very well.

· John Ford asked if other options had been considered, eg a community managing its own portion of the funding - as suggested by Helmsdale in the press.  The chairman replied that it was not known whether this arrangement would be acceptable to SSE.

· John Melville asked if GCC had formally agreed with Pete Carson, Helmsdale Development Officer, that the amount of money offered by SSE was too little.  The chairman said that it had not.  He added that there was no legal obligation for any windfarm developer to donate funding.
There was no criticism from any of the members and public present against accepting SSE’s suggested method of ‘one pot’ funding, management of this funding by SCF and the amount of funding being offered.  It was unanimously agreed to accept these conditions.

Chairman’s News:

Floodlighting at Fountain Road Hall:  Marion Sutherland was asking for public opinion re this temporary lighting.  It was suggested that the lights were too big and obtrusive but it was understood that any permanent lights would be at ground level.

Ward Forum:  The Chairman and Secretary had attended the recent forum in Dornoch.  Campbell Stewart, Area Manager, TEC services, had given a detailed account of the gritting and maintenance of the roads during the severe winter weather.

Golspie website:  The former arrangement for ownership of the website had expired but Brian Bonner had organised and paid for a new system.  It was suggested that Brian was invited to a GCC meeting to talk about the website.
Old Business:

1. Tourist Information:  Mary Nicol reported that she had contacted all those who had information on the notice board in Shore Street gardens, asking them to update the information but had received a poor response.

Iain Miller had clear plastic stands ready to be used.

Anne Ford said that she and Mary would investigate applying for a grant for support with marketing ideas.

2. Extension of 30mph limit along Ferry Road as far as the clubhouse:  This item has been resolved as a 40mph limit has been accepted.

3. Drainage:  Charlie Melville reported that the problem with the outfall pipe, which has the potential to cause flooding at Seaforth House, is still not resolved.  A short pipe extension is all that is needed. Cllr MacKay would deal with the matter.

4. Wish List:  The list had been handed out and the aim was to prioritise the items.  It was decided that maintenance of the village clock was one of the priorities.  Cllr MacKay had understood that THC would pay for the assessment of work to be done but probably not the work itself.  Iain Miller would obtain the cost of the overhaul from Ross Urquhart.

The other priority was the Blaize pitch.

After some discussion and strict pruning by Mary Nicol, it was suggested that some items, eg Beach Huts, Community Hotel and Village Hall were not realistic at present.  It was suggested that Munro MacLeod could look into improvements at the Harbour.

5. ‘YMCA’ Building:  Robert Beaton had received a phone call from Graham Ross, THC.  He planned to visit the building.  Nothing more had been heard. Cllr MacKay would liaise with Cllr Ross.

Community Council Correspondence:

5 items were received.  Attention was given to:

Letter from Michelle Morris, THC Assistant Chief Executive, - response to GCC letter of complaint re halving of staffing hours at Golspie Service Point.  It was made clear that there would be no change.

General Correspondence:

8 items were received.

Next Month’s Agenda:

No requests.

Date of Next Meeting:

This will be on Monday 14 March at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.
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