Golspie Community Council

Minute of the meeting held on Monday 14 December 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.

Present:
Iain Miller (Chairman)

Campbell Port (Vice Chairman)



Mary Nicol (Treasurer)



Anne Ford (Secretary)

Allan Barclay



Robert Beaton



Allen Davidson



Munro MacLeod



Valerie Scott

Also Councillor Deirdre MacKay

PC Elena MacLeod

and 12 members of the public

Before the meeting began the chairman held a 2 minute silence for those who had passed away during the year.

Apologies:
Heather Ward
Minute of the Previous Meeting:

Re. HC Matters, item 16:  Robert Beaton asked that the sentence ‘Robert Beaton denied this’ should be corrected to ‘Robert Beaton doubted this.’  The minute was then proposed as correct by Valerie Scott and seconded by Mary Nicol.

Police Matters:

PC Elena MacLeod reported that the level of vandalism had increased recently: 

· Damage to 2 cars a t the back of the Trawler restaurant.

· Damage at Golspie High school on the same night.

· Damage to a car in the Shore Street car park.

She stressed the need for public support in giving information.

Anne Ford reported the complaint from Bunny Crabtree, Dutch Cottage, that careless and speedy driving in Backies had, among other incidents, damaged her garden wall 3 times and recently ‘terminally’ damaged her car.  AF had reported this to Sgt Peter Allan who suggested ways in which the problem could be tackled.

Highland Council Matters:

Cllr MacKay reported on the following matters:  

1. Rhives/Back Road crossing:  White lining would be done in the Spring.  Meantime the police will monitor the situation.  

2. Alistair Road:  TEC services will construct a soakaway.

3.
Fountain ownership:  James Sutherland had passed the title deeds to Cllr MacKay and they were now with the HC solicitor.

4. A-frame Advertising boards:  The Scottish Government’s response to David Stewart MSP’s question referred to narrow pavements and disabilities.  Further questions to the Scottish Government, asking that there should not be a blanket ban, are being drawn up.  

5. Speed Camera van at the Mound:  The partnership response was that needing a straight stretch of road and good sight lines restricts the position of the van.  If a driver is caught exceeding the speed limit while overtaking he/she will be charged.  At the recent ward forum Chief Inspector Matthew Reiss was sympathetic to the suggestion the van could be more useful in other places.  Cllr MacKay will get back to the partnership.  

6. Telephone Box:  Cllr MacKay reported that this BT box was now in working order.  John Melville disagreed: there was no light and no door.  Cllr MacKay would contact BT again.

Other matters were then raised:

7. Footcare:  Valerie Scott reported a problem with the cutting of her husband’s toenails while he was recovering in the Cambusavie unit.  She was told that nurses in the unit don’t do it but in reply to her letter, Jonathan King, Head of Community Care, states that they can.  She understands that NHS chiropodists only cut the nails of patients already on their list.  John Melville agreed that there was a problem.

8. New Police Chief:  Iain Miller reported that, having heard him speak at the recent Ward Forum, the new Chief Inspector, Matthew Reiss, seems very willing to listen to the views of members of the public.

9. Lorries:  Munro MacLeod was concerned about the weight of some lorries passing through the village.

10. Olsen House:  James Sutherland asked if THC owns this building or rents it as much money (£80K) had been spent on its refurbishment.  Cllr MacKay replied the building is on a very long lease and it houses several services; THC Service Point, the Police Station, the Registrar and the Money Advice Officer.  The advantage to the police is that Service Point staff at the front desk can contact them when necessary.

11. Manhole Problem:  The manhole outside Charlie Melville’s house is still a problem.

12. Disabled Parking:  Allan Barclay suggested that a parking bay was needed at Olsen House.  Campbell Port pointed out that the area to the rear was not tarred and therefore could not be used as an official car park.  At present there is no disabled parking in the village.

Matters Arising:

1. Public Toilets:  Iain Miller reported some improvement in the standard of cleanliness in the toilets.

2. Free Car Park:  Campbell Port reported that there is now a notice at the Fountain Road car park to say that parking is free for non-cyclists. There is no change to the parking sign on Main Street.

3. Golspie Youth Action Project:  Mary Nicol reported that the mural on the back wall of the youth centre is now finished and is attractive

4. Flooding on the A9:  The flooding problem near Megan Boyd’s house has been dealt with.

Treasurer’s Report:
Mary Nicol reported the position of the funds and changes since the last meeting:

General Fund:  £1,314.31 – minimal interest.

Christmas Lights Fund:  £2,981.90 – cheque for £547.40 paid to Turnock Lighting

Project Fund:  £10,219.61 - £400 paid to Vision Golspie, £287.53 deposited.

200 Club:  2,811.62.

Planning Matters:

Robert Beaton reported the following applications:

1. 1 Park Court, Main Street, from Vincent Gallagher:  Change of use from residential to house of multiple occupancy.

2. Lonemore, Main Street, from Valerie Scott:  Extension to rear of house.

3. Drummuie from Brian Sutherland:  Erection of new house.

4. Rhives House from Mrs Featherstone:  House to be divided.

New Business:  

1. The Fountain:  James Sutherland had raised the possibility of better maintenance by taking over its ownership from THC.  (See HC Matters item 3.).  A discussion about parking in the area began; it was decided to put this on the agenda for the February meeting.  The Fire Service would continue to clean the fountain.

2. The Village Clock: Cllr MacKay reported that it had been inspected and repaired at a cost of £250 last March.  The firm had identified further work, which would cost more that GCC could afford.  She would report the true cost of this work at the next meeting.
3. ‘Bus Stop’ outside The Trawler:  Allen Barclay reported that the owner of the restaurant had ‘hassle’ from the police when customers parked outside because the ‘bus stop’ was written on the road although it was no longer a functioning bus stop.
4. Backies Traffic:  See Police report.  AF will follow this up.
5. Buyout of the Golf Club:  Robert Beaton had received information from Colin Gray about procedures for the buyout process.  Mr Gray would like a preliminary meeting with a small group of people.  It was decided that Allen Davidson and Campbell Port would join RB in meeting him.

6. Sutherland Summit Follow Up Workshop:  Mary Nicol had attended this and been disappointed.  She thought that extremely little had been achieved.  Graham Phillips agreed.  It was suggested that Ann Keatinge of VG-ES, which organised the workshop, should be invited to a future meeting to discuss how progress may be made.

7. Naming of Streets at Drummuie:  The Secretary said that the naming of these 3 streets must be completed at the meeting.  Suggestions from members of the public, including a letter from Mr and Mrs McGowan, future residents of the middle street, had been received.  The decisions, from the street furthest from the A9 to the nearest, were: Clachan Way, Lundie Drive, and Tarbat View.  These would be checked by the Royal Mail and then translated into Gaelic for signage.

8. Care in the Community:  Valerie Scott listed ways that, in her experience of her husband’s stay in the Cambusavie unit and transfer to home, this care fell short of requirements including:

· Isolation of patients now in single rooms.  (This also reduced the number of potential patients to 14.)

· Lack of use of the Day Room.

· Infrequent home visits of occupational therapists.

· Carers not allowed to lift patients or take up/down stairs.

VS considers that what was Cambusavie care has now been pushed onto Social Services.

It was decided that a meeting with NHS representatives was a priority and would definitely be arranged for the next (February) meeting.

9. Litter and Fouling at Little Ferry:  Allen Davidson reported that leaving (often offensive) litter here and in Balblair Wood had become a problem.  Cllr MacKay would speak with TECs Enforcement Officer.

10. 30mph signs not illuminated:  Iain Miller reported that these signs at either end of the village were not illuminated, as they were designed to be.

Chairman’s News:

The following were reported:

· Golspie & District Association AGM:  He had attended this and was impressed with the range of work done.

· Ward Forum:  He attended this on 8 December in Edderton.  David Goldie, THC Head of Housing, spoke on its new Highland Housing Strategy and Inspector Ramsey Aitken spoke about Community Safety.

· Christmas Lighting:  Iain reported that there had been excellent help from the team responsible for erection of the street lighting and there had been a good crowd at the Switching On of the Lights ceremony.  Robert and Alex Beaton carried out the switching on of the Christmas tree lights.

The Chairman thanked Cllr MacKay for the excellent support and hard work that she had given to the Community Council during the past year.

Old Business:

1. Tourist Information:  Iain Miller has yet to sort this out with Brenda MacMillan at 2nd Best.

2. Extension of 30 mph limit along Ferry Road as far as the Clubhouse:  This can be dealt with finally when Campbell Stewart, TECs, comes to a meeting.

3. Drainage:  Main Street gullies need attention and some flaps at the shore are not letting the water through.  Assurance that this work will be dealt with urgently and regularly will be sought when Cathel Macaskill, TranServ, visits soon.

Drains are choked in Fountain Road and at Rhives; this can be raised at Campbell Stewart’s visit if the work has still to be done.

4.
Wish List:  No additions.
Community Council Correspondence:

5 items were received.  Attention was given to:

1.
Gordon Fyfe, THC Public Relations Manager:  Confirmation of Quality Award for 2009 to GCC’s nominee, John MacLeod, TECs lighting engineer who is always very prompt in responding to calls, often very early in the morning. 
3. Julie Paton, Highland Birchwoods:  She has received the letter of support for the bird hide and agrees with GCC’s view of access from Ferry Road rather than the A9.

4. Ruth Liddicoat, SSE:  Pre-construction work has started at Gordonbush and the first phase, felling of non-native trees, should be finished by March 2010.  She hopes to give an update on the access route by the end of January.

General Correspondence:
9 items were received.  Attention was given to:

Northern Community Justice Authority:  Keen to have suggestions for Community Service projects.

Next Month’s Agenda:

Parking at the Fountain.

200 Club December Draw:

The draw took place at the Christmas Lights ceremony on 5 December.  The results would be in the next edition of the Northern Times.

Date of Next Meeting:

This will be on Monday 8 February 2010 at 7.00 pm in the Community Centre.

This is an earlier time than normal.
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