Golspie Community Council

Minute of the meeting held on Monday 11 April 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.

Present:
Iain Miller (Chairman)

Campbell Port (Vice Chairman)



Mary Nicol (Treasurer)



Anne Ford (Secretary)

Allan Barclay



Robert Beaton



Allen Davidson



Munro MacLeod

Also:
Councillor Jim McGillivray

PC Angus Morrison (left after his report)

and 15 members of the public

Apologies:
Heather Ward



Cllr Ross

Minute of the Previous Meeting:

The minute was proposed as correct by Allan Barclay and seconded by Campbell Port.

Police Matters:

PC Angus Morrison reported that the following had occurred since the last meeting:

· Four cases of theft

· Five cases of vandalism 

· One case of assault

· Three domestic incidents

· One speeding fine

GREAN was the recipient of two of the cases of vandalism.  There was a discussion about possible deterrents but PC Morrison said that the amount of time and paperwork was a drawback to many of these.

Contact with police is easily made by phoning Golspie on 633 222, Dornoch on 01862 810222 or Crimestoppers (free, confidential, no names asked for) on 0800555111 or by calling at a police station

Highland Council Matters:

Cllr McGillivray gave the report sent by Cllr Ross.  The following points were made:

1. ‘No Parking’ painted signs on the road surface:  Cllr Ross had raised this issue with TranServ but had received no response.  Apparently there was the same problem in Brora.  Cllr McGillivray suggested that all 3 councillors would encourage TranServ to get this done.

2. Stagecoach timetable changes:  Cllr Ross had emailed the company requesting changes.  Meanwhile, the recent edition of the Northern Times reported that timetable changes were to take place.

3. ‘YMCA’ building:  A letter had been received from Graeme Ross (GR), Area Facilities Officer, Education, Culture and Sport, saying that he had recently had verbal confirmation from the YMCA that they have no objection to the building transferring to the ‘Parish Council’ under the terms of the feu charter.  THC Legal Dept considers the Highland Council to be the successor to the ‘Parish Council’ but this has yet to be agreed by the YMCA legal representatives.  GR has asked YMCA Scotland to deal with this as soon as possible.

Robert Beaton reported that he had met with Joanne Crosbie, a colleague of GR, and discovered that she worked at the Sutherland Swimming Pool but had no knowledge of the problem.  Anne Ford said that there had been no change in the situation for at least 18 months and written confirmation of this ‘verbal understanding’ from the YMCA organisation was needed.  Cllr McGillivray offered to deal with this.

4. Drainage:  Cllr Ross had raised the matter of the drainage ‘off lets’ from the A9 to the area behind the British Legion with TranServ.  This had been surveyed and is awaiting a funding decision.  Charlie Melville said that the survey had been sent to Transport Scotland.  He added that the remedy was simple and all agreed that it was a disgrace that the situation, which could lead to serious flooding at Seaforth House, had not been dealt with already.  Cllr McGillivray said he would deal with the matter.

5. Lack of Post Box at the Post Office:  The Postmistress had apparently notified the Royal Mail some months previously and had hoped that the new box would have been in place already.  Cllr Ross has written to the Royal Mail manager in Inverness, stressing the urgency of a response and action.  An email had been received in reply saying that a single pillar box had been ordered and would arrive shortly.

6. Police Structures Consultation:  The web address for details and response is: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/02/10120102/0.  It was suggested that GCC should respond.

Other matters were then raised:

7. Re-instatement of road surface by TranServ:  Munro MacLeod complained that some of the work carried out in Main Street was atrocious, resulting in ‘ponding’ at the edge of the road.  Robert Beaton said that it was particularly bad outside VGES – pedestrians on the pavement were drenched when vehicles drove past.  

James Sutherland added that the work was particularly inadequate on Old Bank Road, between the churchyard corner and the Golspie Inn; tar was being thrown out onto the A9 by passing vehicles.

It was agreed that Cllr McGillivray and the Secretary would write to TranServ to complain.

8. Cleaning of the GHS Grounds:  The Chairman asked Christine MacLean, Manager of Golspie Playgroup, to explain the situation.  She reported that the playgroup was aiming for an eco bronze award but there was a problem with litter, as there seem to be no bins within the High School grounds.  She asked if some could be installed.  After discussion Iain Miller suggested that THC was asked to install a bin at either end of the walk and the Janitor would empty them.  This was accepted and Cllr McGillivray would write to THC with this suggestion.

9. Signage for GHS:  Heather Ward suggested that signage was needed at GHS to identify areas, eg games hall, for those not familiar with the building.  Campbell Port replied that such signs had been made and were about to be installed.

10. Dog Bin Bags:  Heather Ward reported that some of the dispensers for dog bin bags are not refilled often enough.  It was added that some dog bins, eg at the end of Duke Street, have no bag dispensers attached.  Cllr McGillivray would enquire about the policy.

11. Cracking of Co-Op Lane:  Allan Barclay reported cracks on the wall of Sandra MacInnes’ house alongside this lane, presumably made by lorries.  Iain Miller suggested that a footpath alongside house could help.  Robert Beaton confirmed that this ‘accommodation road’ (from wall to wall) is Sutherland Estates’ property.

12. Refuse Bins:  Munro MacLeod reported that the bin opposite Fraser’s has lacked a lid for 2 months. Arthur Tesca added that a bin in Shore Street also has no lid.

Matters Arising:

1. Ben Bhraggie binoculars:  Iain Miller reported that the estimate for repair of these binoculars is actually in excess of £500.  The figure in the minute of the March meeting did not include VAT and delivery.  It was agreed to pay for the repair.

2. Scottish Water:  An information meeting had been held on 22 March in the Community Centre.  Five SW staff had been present, describing the work that would be carried out in the short-, mid- and long-term to resolve the problems of burst pipes resulting in lack of water in the village to individuals.
Robert Beaton disagreed with the line of the new pipework, which bore no relationship to the contours of the land and to the lack of interest in local knowledge.

Anne Ford reported a refusal to listen to ideas/views about dealing with the immediate aftermath of a burst, eg distribution of bottled water and communication with residents, and to accept that SW’s arrangements could be improved.

The Secretary would report back to Scottish Water and ask for copies of the plans that had been brought to the meeting but taken away.
Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Nicol reported that the accounts stood as follows at the end of last month:

General Fund:  £3,206:  £1,200 received from THC for the Blaize Pitch clearing; £200 paid out for the Secretary’s honorarium.

Christmas Lights Fund:  £2,313:  £99 received from Sutherland Estates for a Christmas tree and £500 from Golspie Gala Week; £117 paid to Ben View Stores for refreshments at the Switch On and £20 for articles from Wickes.

Project Fund:  £13,867:  £900 received from THC for Blaize Pitch and £654 paid to Lindsay’s for tools (using Paths for All Grant).

200 Club:  £1,934:  Allan Barclay suggested that £1,500 was moved from this fund and shared equally between the Project Fund and the Christmas Lights Fund (ie £750 each).

Kilbraur Benefit Award:  Campbell Port reported that it had been decided to award each of the 3 villages a £3,000 grant, which would allow micro projects to be carried out without completing a formal application (a letter would suffice). The normal conditions of the benefit awards would apply.  A bank account would be needed and a panel of 2 members would administer the fund.  Mary Nicol and Anne Ford agreed to deal with the administration.  The money does not have to be spent within the year but the awards cannot be match funded with the main Kilbraur Benefit fund. 

James Sutherland asked what is the level of the maximum award of the main benefit fund.  Campbell Port replied £20,000.

Planning Matters:

Robert Beaton reported the following application:

Former Council Offices:  Mr and Mrs J Smienk of Big Barns - for conversion of these offices into 7 flats (5 single bedroom units and 2 units with 2 bedrooms).  RB pointed out the sale included the 10 parking places at present used by the general public and the access road that is owned by Sutherland Estates.  The discussion that followed included the following points:

· Loss of the public parking spaces:  These would be used by the flat residents as the present parking at the back of the building would be used as a ‘garden’.  This loss would present a huge problem at the east end of the village, resulting in congestion on Main Street, a trunk road.

· Bin storage:  This was planned to be in the present parking space nearest to Main Street, behind the bus stop.

· Overprovision of residential units.

· Conflict of interest:  THC is both the vendor and responsible for giving planning permission.

· Ownership of the access road:  THC adopted the road earlier in the year but do not own it.

It was decided that a small group would meet to produce a letter of objection.  (THC Planning department had already agreed to extend the final date for a letter of objection from GCC until 22 April.)

New Business:

1. Moving of the Library:  Munro MacLeod reported that teachers from the Primary School were very concerned about the proposed move of the Library to within the Service Point building.  They are not prepared to accompany pupils to this building, on the busy A9, because that would leave too few staff in the school building.  Other problems raised were the lack of car parking for pensioners and the limited space in the building.  It was agreed that THC should be asked to keep the status quo, with the possibility of the librarian working between the school library and the public library.  Cllr McGillivray would put this to THC.

2. Gordonbush Windfarm SBC Funding:  Mary Nicol reported that Scottish Business in the Community (SBC) would manage the initial one-off payment from SSE of £250K, to be shared between Brora and Golspie.  This charity advises spending the money on 2 projects, at the most, that will give long-term benefits.  It would be an advantage if the 2 villages chose projects that complemented each other.  The members and those present were asked for suggestions of themes.  One of the ideas already suggested was sport and exercise for all ages.  It was agreed that this would fit well with the plans for the Blaize Pitch.  Allan Barclay suggested applying for a long-term lease on the area.  Cllr McGillivray would contact THC, the present owner, about the possibility.  Ian Miller suggested the seafront and harbour area, which would be an encouragement to tourism.

Mary Nicol said that Golspie Village Facebook and a short article in the Northern Times could be used to include the wider community in the discussion.

Chairman’s News:

Golspie Station:  Iain Miller said that Mary Nicol had met with Ewan Macdonald, Facilities Manager for the North and Highlands, Scotrail at the Station to discuss clearance of vegetation on the far side of the rails.  This overgrowth is an eyesore and gives a poor introduction to Golspie.  Mary was told that Network Rail was responsible but he doubted if anything would be done.  His other suggestion was for Golspie to adopt the station.

Ward Forum:  Anne Ford and Mary Nicol had attended the forum in Rogart on 29 March.  The theme was the Environment in our Communities.  Items reported included:

· Police (Sgt Peter Allan):  One of the traffic wardens will now be based in Tain; the other will remain in Wick.  Therefore a warden will be in Golspie more often.  Two new constables have joined the Force.

· TEC Services (Graham Mackenzie):  The new weedkiller used this year lasts 6 months instead of 3.  Grass cutting should be done every 10 days.  Community groups can get involved with grass cutting/litter picking etc – THC will supply gloves, black bags etc.  Litter outside pubs, shops, etc is the responsibility of the owner.

· Tenant Participation Officer (Lorna Simpson):  The aim is to improve housing conditions by listening to tenants and encouraging them to work together to achieve their aims.  There is a ‘Green Dog Walker’ scheme in some villages eg Brora.

· TranServ (Cathel Macaskill):  The area stretches from Perth to Scrabster on the east side of Scotland.  Winter service covers 1 October until 5 May and there is 24-hour service from 1 November until 31 March.

· Sutherland Partnership:  William Sutherland retired as Manager on 31 March and has been replaced by a Development Officer, Fiona Mackenzie.

Old Business:

1. Tourist Information:  No change yet.
2. Drainage:  The problem at the end of Alistair Road has been dealt with. The problem at the British Legion building has not (see HC Matters item 4).
3.
Wish List:  A new version of the list was distributed, with items in order of priority.  Top priorities are overhauling of the village clock, a bench/seat on the path to Drummuie and the Blaize Pitch project.

It was suggested that harling and painting of the wall surrounding the electricity substation in the Fountain Road car park could be added.  This is SSE property and they should be responsible for it.  The Secretary would contact SSE again about it.

4.
‘YMCA’ building:  See HC Matters item3.

Community Council Correspondence:

6 items were received.  Attention was given to:

TranServ:  In reply to our requests, an email from Edwin Stewart, Area Manager, said that the road signs would be cleaned very soon but present budgeting could not include cutting back of vegetation of the verge on the north side of the A9, immediately south of Drummuie.
General Correspondence:

7 items were received.

Next Month’s Agenda:

1.
Wooden ‘toilet shed’ dumped in Rhives car park (AD)

2.
20mph for heavy lorries through the village (MM)

3.
Return transport of patients from Raigmore Hospital (IM) 

4.
Environmental survey of contaminated land (RB)

Date of Next Meeting:

This will be on Monday 9 May at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.
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